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Ever wonder how we
made it to adulthood?

Dad sent me an email a
few days back about how
folks grew up during the
1930s through the 1970s. In
essence, it said they lived
through the near-criminal
atrocities perpetuated by
good-meaning, God-fearing
parents. 

For instance, we all sur-
vived riding in cars filled
with cigarette smoke and
rolling around on the ledge
behind the backseat in front
of the rear glass. unbuck-
led? Of course we were, and
the car had bald tires and
no air bags.

Got a chuckle at several
of the things the email men-
tioned. Many of them
brought back memories of
my own childhood, way
back when… before
hardee's was a gentleman's
club.

Yep, I remember eating at

hardee's as a kid. never saw
on a TV commercial a near
naked woman rolling on the
cab of a truck licking sauce
off a burger. Maybe I was
dining at the wrong restau-
rants back then.

We ate tons of bologna on
crackers crammed with
cheese that sat unrefriger-
ated on the counter at the
country store. 

Things were different for
sure.

I never overdosed on as-
pirin even though childproof
caps didn't come into exis-
tence until my teenage
years. 

Mother swears she took

care of me as a baby, but
I've seen black and white
pictures of my cute little self
lying face down in a slatted
crib on a blanket under
what must have been a ceil-
ing sopping with lead-based
paint.

Is any of that safe by
today's standards? 

I know mother smoked
while I was in the womb.
Maybe that is why the smell
of cigarettes makes me want
to regurgitate. 

I never wore a helmet
when biking until I refound
the activity a few years ago.
Because I bike now for good
health, I do indeed wear a

helmet. had I worn one of
those goofy looking things
on the country roads of the
Van Dyke community where
I grew up, the neighborhood
boys would have beaten me
with ball bats. how's that
for safety?

When forced to drink
water back in the day, it
came virtually free from a
hose, never from a $1.69-
screw-off-cap plastic bottle.
Generally, the children in
our neck of the woods drank
Kool-Aid made with real
sugar, and lots of it. The
more scoops the better.
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How did generations of children survive without today’s protections?

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

A troublesome stretch of pockmarked Main Street near the inter-
section with Depot Street will see permanent repairs made by the
City of Marion later this month. Vehicles have been crowding the
traffic lane to avoid the bumps for more than a year.
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Ex-councilman,
policeman dies
Former Marion police officer

and Marion City council member
Jim Brown died Sunday at the
age of 84. (See
obituary on
Page 7A.)
Brown

began serving
as a part-time
patrolman in
1987 and was
soon promoted
to full-time. In
December of 1989, just a month
shy of his 60th birthday, Brown
entered training at Kentucky’s
law enforcement basic training
academy in Richmond. 
“That’s just almost unheard of

at that age,” said Marion Police
Chief Ray O’Neal, who worked
with Brown from 1999 until the
senior officer’s retirement in July
2001. O’Neal added that
Brown’s physical abilities sur-
passed that of many younger
cadets at the academy. 
“Jim was always a very fair

and honest person in his per-
sonal life and as a police officer,”
the police chief fondly recalled,
adding that Brown also knew
how to have fun. “He was one
that would keep you laughing.”
After his retirement from the

police force, Brown ran success-
fully for a seat on the city council
four subsequent times, begin-
ning in 2004. He served eight
years and was the top vote-get-
ter in both 2006 and 2008. He
gave up the seat at the end of
his 2010 term.

U.S. 641 work to
close Lloyd Road
Lloyd Road in southern Crit-

tenden County will be closed to
through traffic for a week begin-
ning Saturday. The contractor for
the U.S. 641 relocation project
will keep the road closed
through Sept. 20, weather per-
mitting, for completion of work
on an intersection.

Senior Center
director resigns
According to officials with

Pennyrile Allied Community
Services in Hopkinsville, Critten-
den County Senior Citizens Di-
rector Kim West has resigned
her post, but will continue as a
part-time PACS driver. West was
hired to head the center in
March. PACS Executive Director
Judy R. Peterson said West felt a
need to spend more time with
her family. The position is being
advertised in-house before out-
side applications will be taken.

Homecoming 
parade Sept. 18
Football homecoming week

will be next week. The parade
will be at 5 p.m. next
Thursday. Al and
Angela Starnes
have been cho-
sen as grand
marshals. To regis-
ter a spot in the pa-
rade, contact Kim Vince at
(270) 965-2248 or email
kim.vince@crittenden.
kyschools.us. The deadline to
register for the parade is today
(Thursday).

Public meetings
- Marion City Council will

meet at 6 p.m. Monday at Mar-
ion City Hall.
- Salem City Council will meet

at 6 p.m. Tuesday at Salem City
Hall.
- Crittenden Fiscal Court will

meet at 8:30 a.m. next Thursday
in the judge-executive’s court-
house office.

STAFF REPORT

Repairs to about 100 feet
of pockmarked Main Street
in Marion are scheduled to
start in less than two weeks.

The four-day job will in-
clude smoothing out a couple
of rough spots on the town's
main thoroughfare, namely
the damaged part of the
street right in front of city
hall. Repairs are slated to
begin Sept. 22.

The bumpy stretch has
been a major problem for
more than a year.

Marion barber Mike Crab-
tree, whose shop is right in
front of the damaged street,
says he's relieved to learn the
repairs are coming soon.
Crabtree said the city admin-
istrator called him last week
to advise him of the project's
starting date.

"I am tickled," he said.

"When these big trucks hit
that spot it's like a small
earthquake in here. It will
rattle you out of the chair."

Main Street was previ-
ously repaved in August
2012, but a roughly 50-foot
stretch quickly began giving
way, largely due to previous
underground repairs in the
area and an inadequate road
base laid on top of the work.

"Any given day, it's the no.
1 issue around here," said
Marion City Administrator
Mark Bryant.

The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet has patched the
area in the past, but Bryant
said the City of Marion will be
doing this month's scheduled
repairs. he said the surface
will be removed, repairs
made to the base and then
concrete will be poured on
the surface.

The city estimates materi-
als will cost between $10,000
and $12,000. City mainte-
nance crews will make the
repairs at night, but Bryant
said no overtime will be used.
Shifts will be changed in
order to facilitate the work,
starting after 6 p.m. between
Sept. 22 and Sept. 25.

large steel plates will be
placed over the work area to
allow for normal traffic dur-
ing daytime hours, Bryant
said. Finding an ample num-
ber plates for the job created
a project delay.

At night, while repairs are
under way, the work zone
will be limited to one lane of
traffic. 

"We will provide traffic
control," Bryant said, but he
encourages local motorists to
seek alternate routes during
the repair period.

Bumpy stretch of Main to finally see repairs

STAFF REPORT

It’s that time of year
again. As the nFl season
gets under way, fantasy
football leagues are heat-
ing up across the country,
giving 30 million Ameri-
cans added incentive to
stay glued to the television
on Sunday afternoons.

Fantasy leagues spring
up each year across the
country, pitting co-work-
ers, friends, strangers and
family against one another
in a strategic battle from
late summer and into win-
ter. One of those family
leagues can be found right
here in Marion.

On a muggy late-Au-

gust weekend, 39 mem-
bers of the late R.C. hamil-
ton’s family, known
amongst themselves as the
hamilton Clan, met at the
Marion home of R.C.’s

widow, louise, for their
fourth annual fantasy foot-
ball draft. The league has
expanded from its original
10-team format in 2011 to
now include 14 teams for
the 2014 season.

Team owners from as
far away as Tuscaloosa,
Ala., Danville, Ky.,
Knoxville, Tenn., and hon-
olulu, hawaii, converged
on Marion for their first-
ever live draft.

For those unaware, fan-
tasy football is an interac-
tive competition in which
users compete against one
another as general man-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tony Belt points to the Hamilton Family fantasy football draft board late last month as his wife
Heather keeps track of draft picks at the Marion home of Louise Hamilton, the family matriarch.
The family has conducted its own fantasy football league for four years.

Fantasy football brings family
together from across country

By MIKE WYNN
ThE COuRIER-JOuRnAl

In her louisville home
adorned with family photos,
Fyrne Gentry is waging a
battle with pain and weak-
ness over where to spend the
rest of her life – and at 87,
she's ceded ground.

The ache radiating down
her back and legs makes
housekeeping impossible.
She can't drive. She needs
help stepping into the
shower, and some days, just
getting out of bed is a chal-
lenge.

But even as the pain robs
her freedom of movement,
Gentry says the assistance
she receives through a state
program on aging at least
gives her flexibility over

Senior 
Living
Section B

America’s is an aging pop-
ulation, with just more than
14 percent of the nation’s
318.8 million residents hav-
ing reached 65 or older. Also,
the youngest of the nation’s
75 million baby boomers will
be turning 50 this year. But
life after 50 is just getting
started for many. Inside, find
our special section dedicated
to senior living.

See AGING/Page 9A

Ky. aging programs
headed for overhaul

See CHILDREN/Page 2A

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

In the face of light com-
munity opposition last
Thursday, Crittenden
County Board of Education
members voted by a 3-2
margin to up the school dis-
trict’s levy on this year’s tax
bills. The decision came after
two hours of discussion at a
public hearing.

Board members Chris
Cook, Barrett Belt and Pam
Collins backed the 4-percent

bump in tax collections.
“We’re in a tough spot,”

Collins said before casting
her vote. “After looking at
the numbers, after much
prayer, I think this is what
we have to do. We’ve got to
keep up.”

The board says expenses
for the school district con-
tinue to rise as funds from
state and federal govern-
ments dwindle even as more

Board of Ed
OKs tax hike

See TAX/Page 14A

See FANTASY/Page 2A

Fantasy fathers
Modern fantasy football

can be traced back to 1962
when Oakland Raiders limited
partner Wilfred “Bill” Winken-
bach and team public rela-
tions man Bill Tunnell, along
with Oakland Tribune reporter
Scotty Starling, developed a
system of organization and a
rulebook.

Brown



agers of virtual “fantasy”
teams built from “drafting”
real NFL players. The play-
ers that an individual is able
to manage earn points each
week based on their per-
formance on the field. The
different actions people are
able to make are drafting,
trading, adding or dropping
players and changing rosters
every week.

Though they've been
around for decades, fantasy
leagues are now mostly In-
ternet-based, allowing indi-
viduals to face off with
competitors across the na-
tion.

The Hamilton Clan's
league commissioner, Ross
Love, the grandson of R.C.
and Louise, first conceived
the idea of a live draft during
family Christmas festivities
in 2013. Love envisioned a
live draft format that would
allow all teams to interact in
person during the draft in-
stead of being geographically
separated as in previous
drafts.

“The best part of the draft
is the camaraderie that de-
velops throughout the selec-
tion of each team’s players,”
Love said. “That had been
missing in our past online
drafts, so I wanted to get the
group together to experience
it first-hand during the

draft.”
Teams in the league play

a 16-week round robin-style
schedule. The top three
teams in each division ad-
vance to the three-week
playoffs where a league
champion is crowned during
a Christmas Day Awards
Banquet. 

The 2013 Hamilton
Champion, Go For 2,
coached by Rebecka Folks,
looks to defend its title
against a cadre of veteran
and rookie managers.

“The consolidation of
some teams this year will
lead to more intense compe-
tition,” predicted Folks, "and
we are looking forward to the
challenge.”

Mike Hamilton uses his
expertise in the screen print-
ing business to create T-
shirts for all members of the
family fantasy football
league. The league motto,
“There is no family in fan-
tasy football, only obstacles
to overcome,” is printed on
the shirts.

“We don’t play for money,
but for T-shirts, trophies
and, most importantly, brag-
ging rights for a year,”
Hamilton explained. 

Matches for the 2014 sea-
son began last Thursday
and final league standings
will be determined on
Christmas Day at the Hamil-
ton family holiday gathering.

“Fantasy football has

brought our family to-
gether,” Hamilton added. “It
seems like it’s hard for fami-
lies to all get together except
in sad times. Now, the whole
Hamilton Clan gets together
at least twice a year, and we
constantly stay in touch
with each other, especially
during football season.”

Some of the clever team

names in the Hamilton
league are All Bark No Bite,
named by groomer Carolyn
Fralick; Gridiron Gilkeys,
which is the team of Grant
and Elise Gilkey; Team 4 Lit-
tle Giants, named by Jerry,
Jennifer, Jacqueline and
Julia Little; and Won and
Done, the team created by
Ashley Hamilton.

FANTASY
Continued from Page 1A

Kirk best on ballot
for county jailer
To the editor

To the voters of Crittenden
County, I would like to take the
time to thank you for getting out
and voting. I would like to also
thank all of the candidates for a
good, honest race in the primary.

I would like to show my sup-
port for a candidate who has
gone above and beyond for the
people of Crittenden County and
western Kentucky, a man who
has been successful in every-
thing he has set out to do, if it be
job related or personal business. 

Robbie Kirk has served the
people of Crittenden County as
a law enforcement officer and
business owner for many years.
Robbie has raised his family
here and worships here, and I
think Robbie would be an out-
standing jailer. He has the expe-
rience needed to run the
detention center as it needs to
be, with both law enforcement

and business in mind.
The detention center is very

important to the county, not only
for the jobs it brings, but also for
the jobs that get done which the
county could not have done if it
weren’t for the labor force the jail
supplies.

I have known Robbie for
many years. As a God-fearing
family man, I know that he has
the interest of the people of Crit-
tenden County in mind. So I
hope you will join me in support-
ing Robbie Kirk for Crittenden
County Jailer. 

Rick Mills
Marion, Ky.

Pumpkin Festival
Car Show nearing
To the editor

The time is quickly approach-
ing for the fourth annual Critten-
den County Chamber of
Commerce Pumpkin Festival
Car Show, which is scheduled
for Sept. 27. 

With the festival located
around the courthouse, we are
asking store owners to decorate
their storefront with corn stalks,
pumpkins and fall foliage. There
will be a contest with first-, sec-
ond- and third-place plaques to
be awarded to the “Best
Dressed.” 

Put on your creative hats and
make your storefront beautiful.
This will help unify our pumpkin

festival theme. If the Chamber
can be of any assistance to you,
please let us know.

Thank you for your time and
assistance. We look forward to
the fourth annual Pumpkin Festi-
val Car Show and sharing our
heritage with you.

Robin Curnel

President, Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce

Marion, Ky.
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EDITORIAL

On 9/11 anniversary,
greater threat exists
in ISIS, inept leaders

Today (Thursday) marks 13 years since the worst
attack on America since the British sacked Washing-
ton 200 years ago in the War of 1812. Finally, we can
say the wounds from 9/11 are healing.

Today, the National September 11 Memorial &
Museum majestically covers the footprint of the once
mighty Twin Towers that lay in a smoldering heap
after the attacks. Freedom Tower now rises in the
heart of the World Trade Center as the tallest build-
ing in the United States, soaring in defiance of the
evil that thrust a dagger into the heart of Americans
on that crisp, clear September day in 2001. The Na-
tional 9/11 Pentagon Memorial draws visitors daily
to the nation’s defense headquarters. And the Flight
93 Memorial in Shanksville, Pa., pays homage to a
brave few who fought the terrorists in the skies and
thwarted an attack on the U.S. Capitol.

The battle to avenge the attacks of 9/11 is also
winding down after more than a dozen years and
more than 6,800 American lives lost in Iraq,
Afghanistan and the broader Operation Enduring
Freedom. U.S. combat troops left Iraq in 2011, and
plans are currently for combat troops to withdraw
from Afghanistan by the end of 2016.

We have returned to flying largely without fear,
and security restrictions at airports have relaxed. In
general, we are as back to normal as one could have
envisioned a decade ago.

For each wound that has healed, however, scars
remain, and those scars should serve as reminders
to what complacency and apathy bring. Time has as-
suaged the pain of 9/11; yet that same time has
given rise to a more serious threat than Osama bin
Laden and al-Qaida brought to our shores in 2001.

Americans now believe ISIS presents a more direct
threat to our way of life than was ever thought of al-
Qaida. In fact, according to a recent CNN poll, 70
percent of Americans fear ISIS has the capabilities to
launch an attack against the U.S. However, a major-
ity are opposed to anything more than air strikes and
providing humanitarian and military aid to those
battling ISIS in Iraq and Syria. Certainly, putting
U.S. military boots on the ground is not an option for
which the majority of Americans have a stomach.

On Wednesday, President Barack Obama was
scheduled to address the nation to lay out his strat-
egy for dealing with ISIS. It was unclear at press time
what that plan might be. Yet whatever he chooses to
do, most Americans seem to want the president to
gain approval from Congress for any action. Keep in
mind, our nation’s approval rating of federal lawmak-
ers is at 14 percent and our faith in the president is
below 40 percent. So what does that say for the con-
fidence we have in our leadership in finding a solu-
tion to this growing outside threat to our way of life?

As we today mark the anniversary of 9/11, we
might look ahead at the realization that another at-
tempted attack on American soil is fast approaching.
In fact, the post-9/11 world presents more of a dan-
ger to America than at any time since World War II.
With that, a fragile economy, no tolerance for an-
other war and perceived inept leadership, an air of
restlessness exits in our nation.

We can only hope our leaders can step up to their
responsibilities, set differences aside and avoid an-
other 9/11. We can afford no more scars. 

News&Views The Crittenden Press
Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064
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Nobody likes paying more
taxes. I mean nobody.

In fact, nobody likes pay-
ing any tax whatsoever. I
dare say that if Uncle Sam
down to the local tax collec-
tor declared 2015 a year of
blanket tax amnesty, no one
would be writing their
elected officials demanding
an explanation. With no in-
come tax, no property tax,
no sales tax, no use tax, no
service tax, no tax of any
kind, who would complain?

Everyone. That’s who.
Why, because taxes make

the world go round. They
pave our streets, build our
bridges and even keep the
snow cleared in the winter.
They offer police and fire
protection. They help out the
elderly and disabled. They
educate our children. They
give us the best national de-
fense money can buy. They
buy us freedom. They buy
us luxury. They buy us
order.

But for as much good as
taxes provide for, they also
have a dark side.

For instance, they back
the paychecks of do-nothing
lawmakers responsible for
gridlock from statehouses to
Congress, rogue judges issu-
ing biased rulings and presi-
dents with low approval
ratings who enjoy extended
golf outings while vacation-
ing at Martha’s Vineyard,
and to be fair, presidents
who unwind playing cowboy
on the family ranch in Craw-
ford, Texas. They pay for

roads to nowhere. They also
pay for bureaucrats who
excel at doing nothing or
making life miserable for the
average taxpayer.

Taxes surely create a
mixed bag of results.

Locally, Crittenden
County property owners in
the 2014 tax year will be
paying more. Specifically,
that extra will go to the
school system. Nobody is
celebrating it, some have
agreed to tolerate it and
many just downright abhor
it.

In brief, school officials
say they need the money to
address rising expenses and
unfunded mandates while fi-
nancial help from state and
federal sources heads the
opposite direction.

Those against the tax
bump say they are having
the same problem the school
system is having, costs –
groceries, utilities, gas, in-
surance and medical and
housing expenses – are all
up while income is flat or in
decline. 

Like it or not, this is a
poor county, and unfortu-
nately, the way the taxing

system works in Kentucky,
the burden to provide more
cash for school systems falls
on the property owners
lucky enough to have a place
to call their own. Tack on an
extra tax to the rising ex-
penses for these families and
it’s enough to make a person
want to give up. In fact, fi-
nancial troubles are among
the top triggers for the onset
of depression in America.

It hardly seems fair to put
the burden of education
solely on property owners.
But, that’s the rule of the
law. As board of education
member Bill Asbridge said, it
seems the state should fig-
ure a way for sales taxes to
help fund education in the
Kentucky. That way, every-
one who buys a pack of
gum, a lawn mower or a
magazine shares the burden.

Sadly, that’s not likely to
happen anytime soon.

The new tax rate for the
local school district is here,
like it or not. You can hate
those who voted for it, curse
them under your breath or
practice voodoo witchcraft
on their tiny effigies, but it
won’t change anything on
that tax bill headed for your
mailbox in a few weeks.

As a homeowner, I don’t
particularly like the idea of
paying out more. Like so
many other property owners
who make the argument
against, I don’t have a child
in the school system to sup-
port.

However, I do have a

vested interest in this com-
munity, in essence, making
it my responsibility to help
ensure a brighter future for
Crittenden County. To do
that, it takes a quality edu-
cation. A quality education
takes money.

Do I agree with every
penny spent by or decision
made in our school system? 

Heck no. But I realize our
school system does more
than educate. Sadly, for
some children, the only de-
cent meal of the day, the
only conflict-free hours and
the only shoulder to cry on
are offered between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.
on weekdays.

As for the tax, for per-
spective, the average home-
owner in the county will pay
a little more than $1 a
month for the tax hike.
That’s a couple of cigarettes,
a cup of coffee, a can of beer
or a candy bar. I know
higher tax rates here and
new taxes there add up, but
this one is not realistically
likely to break anyone.

As a community, if we
cannot make such a small
investment in our children –
who are our future – then
what investment is there to
be made? Our greatest ex-
port is the lives we all help
mold by doing our share.

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of
The Crittenden Press. His col-
umn appears in this newspa-
per periodically. He can be
reached at 965-3191 or the
press@the-press.com.)

 

 
 

Daryl K. 

Tabor
Editor of

The Crittenden Press
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Education an investment in future

The Press letters policy
Letters should be submitted by 5 p.m., Friday the week

before publication. Submissions must include only the
author’s name, address, phone number and signature. Phone
numbers and addresses are required, but will not be pub-
lished. 

Letters should be written in good taste and in most cases
should not exceed 300 words or be submitted within 30 days
of your last submission. The Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for clarity, brevity and otherwise at
our discretion. Original submissions will not be returned.

Your letters to the editor may be brought into our office or
sent to: Letters, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064-0191 or
emailed to thepress@the-press.com.

None of us were overweight,
though. Guess it's because
we were outside playing
from morning until night. 

None of us died from
playing in the summer sun,
even though I know the heat
index was well over 105 at
times. 

Nowadays, school age
kids aren't even allowed to
play golf when it's that hot.
Part of the new-age rules. 

Dad gave me a BB gun
when I was about 8 or 9.
Never shot another person
with it, but popped several
jays, redbirds and wrens.
BBs today are plastic, and
they’re bright green or yel-
low in order to improve
prey's ability to dodge them.
Doubt these so-called Air
Soft pellets would even bust
through the thin hide of
frog. What good are they?

Yep, times have changed. 
If I got a paddling at

school, dad whipped my tail
with a leather belt when I

got home. Parents today
want to attack a teacher if
they discipline a kid like
that at school. Heck, they
can't even whip a kid any
more. I remember Coach
Evelyn strapping my lower
posterior with a wooden
paddle laced with holes so it
could be swung faster. It
was aerodynamic and hurt
like the Dickens.

If a teacher did that
today, he'd be locked up.

Same thing with speeding
tickets. I got one when I was
16. Had to save my money

to pay it. Mom and dad did-
n't go to court and try to get
me out of it. 

I guess times are good,
but I think we learned more
about life back then.

We understood the perils
and pitfalls of doing wrong
and about taking responsi-
bility when it was the right
thing to do. Not sure later
generations have been ex-
posed to the potential dan-
gers we were and not sure
they'd know how to deal
with them if they were. 

It's a tragedy really.

CHILDREN
Continued from Page 1A



By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

At the age of 17, Katie
Davies is already making a
name for herself as an out-
doors enthusiast. 

Last month, Davies was
featured on Kentucky Out-
doors Magazine’s August
cover. A senior at Crittenden
County High School, Davies
competes in archery tourna-
ments and has been hunting
since she was 9 years old. 

Davies said it was an
honor to be featured in the
magazine. The big buck
shown with her on the cover
was the second one she had
ever killed. While on the hunt,
it was a surprise when the
buck came into view, she
said. Moments earlier, several
other deer had been spooked
away. Then suddenly, the
buck showed up within 18
yards of her position. 

“The experience was awe-
some because it was the first
day of the season,” she said.
“We had that buck patterned
all summer long.”

Hunting allows Davies to
appreciate the sights and
sounds of nature. She credits
her love of hunting to her par-
ents who also enjoy the sport. 

“I got really hooked after
my first doe hunt. I got so ex-
cited. My heart raced and all
that good stuff that you get
when you’re in a tree stand. I
just couldn’t stop hunting
after that,” she said.

Davies said competitive
archery is equally exhilarat-
ing. She has competed across
the Southeast in states such
as Georgia, Florida, Louisiana
and Texas. She said archery
competitions require a com-
pletely different approach to
the sport than hunting. 

“You have thousands of
people watching you. You
have to make that perfect
shot because it’s nothing like
a buck kill. With a buck, if
you think of its lungs and its
heart, it has such a bigger

(target area) than the 12-ring
that’s on a competition ani-
mal that’s maybe over the size
of a quarter. You have to be
able to hit that at 45 yards or
whatever your yardage max
is.

“To have that pressure of
knowing you’re competing
with the best of the best, it’s a
completely different mindset,
and you just have to really try
to keep your nerves down and
do your best, and keep your-
self calm to be able to succeed
in that kind of a situation.”

Unlike the muted sounds
in the forest, audience noise
and distractions can play a
factor in archery competition.

Davies said tuning out the ex-
traneous noise during compe-
titions is something she’s
working to overcome.

After graduation, Davies
plans on studying business
and journalism. She hopes to
pursue a future career in tel-
evision and outdoors writing. 

She’s especially grateful for
the people in her life who
have offered her encourage-
ment and advice on pursing
her dreams and what she en-
joys.

“God has blessed me quite
a bit with being able to let me
do what I do and have the
people in my life to help me,”
she said. 
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202 S. Main Street Marion, Kentucky
270-965-2056

Saturday, September 13

FREE FLOWERS

Fall Wreaths & Swags • New Scarves & Jewelry
New Candles & Wax Melts • Outdoor Flags

FREE 

FLOWERS

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but GOD made it grow. 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only
GOD, who makes things grow.      1 Corinthians 3:6-7

*Values to $30

IN APPRECIATION TO OUR COMMUNITY 
WE’RE INVITING EVERYONE TO 

BRIGHTEN YOUR WEEKEND WITH A 
FREE* FRESH FLOWER ARRANGEMENT

FROM 10 A.M. THRU NOON THIS SATURDAY.

Davies graces cover of August
edition of outdoors magazine

IMAGE COURTESY OF KENTUCKY OUTDOORS MAGAZINE

Crittenden County’s Katie Davies graces the cover of the Au-
gust edition of Kentucky Outdoors Magazine. A high school
senior, Davies is already making a name for herself as an out-
doors enthusiast.

STAFF REPORT

Other Kentucky school dis-
tricts will soon be able to join
Crittenden County in operat-
ing propane school buses. 

Thanks to Crittenden
County School District’s suc-
cess with piloting the state’s
only propane-fueled school
bus, Kentucky Department of
Education officials have given
the green light to other school
districts in the commonwealth
who want to add propane-fu-
eled buses to their transporta-
tion fleets. 

In August 2013, Crittenden
County began operating its
first propaned-powered school
bus to transport students.
Solid operation and significant
fuel savings have been realized
during the pilot program. The
school district has already
purchased six additional
propane buses using funding
from the Kentucky Interlocal
School Transportation Associ-
ation, a not-for-profit associa-
tion of school districts formed
to provide a finance tool for
purchasing buses. 

Crittenden County expects
the additional propane buses
to be onsite and operational
sometime this fall.

Local school officials said a
propane bus costs approxi-
mately $98,000, compared to
$94,000 for a typical diesel
bus. But over the life cycle of
the propane bus, which is
about 15 years, school trans-
portation officials estimate the
buses will pay for themselves
in half that time and cost the
district at least half in fuel
costs compared to diesel units. 

Kentucky OKs propane school buses across state

STAFF REPORT

Next Wednesday will be
High Attendance Day in Ken-
tucky schools.  

“For students to learn and
achieve at a high level, they
have to be in class,” said
Karen Kirby, the current pres-
ident of the Kentucky Direc-
tors of Pupil Personnel.

Al Starnes, director of pupil
personnel for Crittenden
County Schools, agrees.

“It is the Rocket way: Every
student, every day,” he said.
“We can’t educate students
who are not in attendance. We
don’t want students to fall be-
hind, and one sure way to pre-
vent that is to be in class. You
retain more if you are there
than if it is a make-up situa-
tion.” 

On High Attendance Day,
elementary, middle and high
schools may compete in small-
school or large-school cate-
gories. Awards will be
determined statewide based
on each individual school’s
performance, regardless of its
district’s performance. The

school in each category with
the highest percentage atten-
dance for that day will be
awarded $500. 

Starnes said last year’s at-
tendance for the state compe-
tition was as follows:

- Crittenden County High
School, 94.52 percent.

- Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School, 96.43 per-
cent.

- Crittenden County Middle
School, 96.86 percent.

Regular attendance is es-
sential for success in school.
By attending class regularly, a
student is more likely to keep
up with the daily lessons and
assignments and achieve aca-
demic performance bench-
marks on time. Research
reflects that a child's atten-
dance record is one of the
strongest single predictors of
their academic success. 

Students with irregular at-
tendance may not develop the
responsibility, self-discipline
and effective work skills essen-
tial for success in school and
life. They tend to fall behind

and are continuously strug-
gling to catch up. This dimin-
ishes their confidence and
attitude toward learning. Stu-
dents who accumulate unex-
cused absence events may be
petitioned to the court system
to address truancy.

School attendance is both a
parent and student responsi-
bility. Parents can help by in-
stilling the habit of attending
school every day at an early
age and by staying interested
in their child’s school activities
from Day 1 all the way
through graduation. Parents
should stay involved by moni-
toring their child’s progress
and grades, contacting teach-
ers with questions or concerns
and attending school func-
tions and meetings.

For older students, being in
school every day gives them a
chance to learn more about
college and other post-sec-
ondary opportunities and to
perform to their highest poten-
tial on important exams they
need to build a successful ac-
ademic record. 

High Attendance Day for schools next week
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• Steam Cleaning
• Window Tinting
 Commercial/Residential & Automotive
• Boats, Vehicles & RVs

930 S. Main St., Marion, KY (Across from Siemens) 
Hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • Monday-Friday

(270) 965-7004
AUTO DETAILING • WASH/WAX

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

School textbooks can’t
teach all of life’s lessons, such
as grace under pressure. But
Crittenden County Middle
School social studies teacher
Neville Palmer is determined to
exhibit the qualities of courage
and grace as he faces a serious
health challenge. 

Palmer was recently diag-
nosed with cancer. The discov-
ery was made after he
experienced two seizures. He
experienced the first one in
July, which was initially
thought to be an epileptic
seizure. Over Labor Day week-
end, he experienced a second
seizure while jogging on Elm
Street. 

He was taken to Crittenden
Health Systems and a CT scan
indicated a brain tumor. He
was rushed to Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center in
Nashville, Tenn., where more
tests were conducted and
more possible tumors were lo-
cated on his body. He said
doctors are still examining tis-
sue samples and awaiting ad-
ditional test results from a
biopsy. 

This isn’t Palmer’s first bat-
tle with the disease. Two years
ago, he underwent surgery to
remove skin cancer. At the
time, doctors thought they had
removed all of the cancer. This
week, Palmer is preparing to
undergo a series of radiation
treatments to again wage war
against the disease. 

“I’m doing OK, considering.
I’m just trying to adjust to the
news,” he said. “I know we’ve
got a battle ahead of us. We’ve
got to pray and keep our faith.
My wife is a trooper for sure.
She’s been extremely strong
taking care of a little baby and
me, too.”

Palmer and his wife, Crys-
tal, are expecting another child
in January. The family moved
to Crittenden County at the
beginning of the school year. A
graduate of Lyon County High
School, Palmer began his
teaching career in Bourbon
County near Lexington. He’s
been teaching for eight years
and told The Crittenden Press
in July he enjoys motivating
students that aren’t motivated
to learn. 

CCMS Principal Teresa
Marshall said the school’s fac-
ulty and staff stand united
with Palmer and his family.

“Mr. Palmer is very new to
our staff, but he has become

part of our family here at the
middle school. We’re all very
optimistic and positive and are
going to rally around and sup-
port him in every way that we
can while he goes through this
situation,” Marshall said.
“We’re ready to go to bat for
him in whatever we can do.”

Last week, the school did
just that. Students raised
$1,000 to go toward a care
fund for Palmer and his family.
The money was raised from
CCMS teacher Ben Thomp-
son’s Iced “T” Challenge.
Thompson spent 15 minutes
in a tub filled with ice water. 

Students lent their support
by pledging a flat donation or

pledging per minute. Dona-
tions for the challenge will be
accepted through Friday. 

Thompson, who also
teaches social studies at
CCMS, praised Palmer’s dedi-
cation to education. 

“He’s an excellent teacher
and really good at what he
does. We’re lucky to have him
here,” Thompson said. “What-
ever we can do to help him
tackle this hurdle that’s in
front of him, we’re going to do
that. We’re here for him and
his family.” 

Palmer said he and his
family appreciate the support
the community has shown
them. They also expressed

their appreciation to staff and
students at the middle school. 

“Regardless of what hap-
pens, I want to be a testament
to faith and courage, because
it’s easy to buckle with these
types of circumstances,”
Palmer said. “It’s so sad to me
that so many people are on
their own, and they don’t have
the support network that I do.
I am extremely grateful for it.
We all are.”

A community yard sale to
benefit Palmer’s care fund will
be held from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Oct. 9 at Marion United
Methodist Church basement,
with sale items donated by
school district employees.  

CCMS helps teacher battle cancer

Above, Crittenden County
Middle School teacher Neville
Palmer, his wife Crystal and
their son Kason stop for a
photo after visting with stu-
dents at CCMS last Friday and
attending the Ice “T” Chal-
lenge held as a fundraiser for
the teacher, who was recently
diagnosed with cancer. At left,
CCMS social studies teacher
Ben Thompson takes the Ice
“T” Challenge by plunging
into a tub of ice water at
Rocket Stadium last week.
Money from the fundraiser will
go toward a care fund for the
Palmer family.

PHOTOS BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS



STAFF REPORT

As another new school year
gets under way, the search for
Kentucky’s finest young writ-
ers and artists also begins.
Students in grades 1-12 are
encouraged to create and sub-
mit short essays and artistic
entries for the annual Conser-
vation Writing and Art con-
tests sponsored by Kentucky
Farm Bureau and the Ken-
tucky Association of Conser-
vation Districts.

This year’s competition,
featuring the 70th annual
Writing Contest for grades 6-
12 and the 40th annual Jim
Claypool Conservation Art
Contest for grades 1-5, fo-
cuses on soil conservation.
While creativity is a key com-
ponent to the contests, stu-
dents will primarily be

challenged to think about the
environment around them
and efforts they can take to
help preserve it. Participants
are asked to share their ideas
through short essays and art-
work, persuading readers and
viewers to take action toward
soil conservation efforts.

County-level winners re-
ceive a $25 check, regional
winners get $50 and the over-
all state winners collect $250
for first place, $150 for second
place and $50 for third place.

Contest resource materials
– including a teacher’s guide
and official entry form – are
available online at kyfb.com/
federation. Completed entries
for the 2014 competition must
be received at the student’s
local conservation district of-
fice by Dec. 1.

STAFF REPORT

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is encour-
aging producers who have suf-
fered eligible disaster-related
losses to act to secure assis-
tance by Sept. 30, as congres-
sionally mandated payment
reductions will take place for
producers who have not acted
before that date. Livestock
producers who have experi-
enced grazing losses since Oc-
tober 2011 and may be eligible
for benefits but have not yet
contacted their Farm Service
Agency (FSA) office should do
so as soon as possible.

The Budget Control Act
passed by Congress in 2011
requires USDA to implement
reductions of 7.3 percent to
the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP) in the new fiscal
year, which begins Oct. 1.
However, producers seeking
LFP support who have sched-
uled appointments with their
local FSA office before Oct. 1,
even if the appointment oc-
curs after Oct.1 will not see re-
ductions in the amount of
disaster relief they receive.

USDA is encouraging pro-
ducers to register, request an
appointment or begin a LFP
application with their county
FSA office before Oct. 1 to lock
in the current zero percent se-

questration rate. As an addi-
tional aid to qualified produc-
ers applying for LFP, the FSA
has developed an online regis-
tration that enables farmers
and ranchers to put their
names on an electronic list be-
fore the deadline to avoid re-
ductions in their disaster
assistance. This is an alterna-
tive to visiting or contacting
the county office. To place a
name on the LFP list online,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
disaster-register.

Producers who already
contacted the county office
and have an appointment
scheduled need do nothing
more.

"In just four months since
disaster assistance enroll-
ments began, we've processed
240,000 applications to help
farmers and ranchers who
suffered losses," said Agricul-
ture Secretary Tom Vilsack.
"Eligible producers who have
not yet contacted their local
FSA office should stop by or
call their local FSA office, or
sign up online before Oct. 1
when congressionally man-
dated payment reductions
take effect. This will ensure
they receive as much financial
assistance as possible."

The Livestock Indemnity
Program, the Tree Assistance

Program and the Noninsured
Disaster Assistance Program
Frost Freeze payments will
also be cut by 7.3 percent on
Oct. 1. Unlike the LFP, appli-
cations for these programs
must be fully completed by
Sept. 30. FSA offices will pri-
oritize these applications, but
as the full application process
can take several days or more
to complete, producers are en-
couraged to begin the applica-
tion process as soon as
possible.

The LFP compensates eligi-
ble livestock producers who
suffered grazing losses due to
drought or fire between Oct. 1,
2011, and Dec. 31, 2014. Eli-
gible livestock includes al-
pacas, beef cattle, buffalo,
beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk,
emus, equine, goats, llamas,
poultry, reindeer, sheep or

swine that have been or would
have been grazing the eligible
grazing land or pastureland.
Producers forced to liquidate
their livestock may also be eli-
gible for program benefits.

Additionally, the 2014
Farm Bill eliminated the risk
management purchase re-
quirement. Livestock produc-
ers are no longer required to
purchase coverage under the
federal crop insurance pro-
gram or Noninsured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program to be
eligible for LFP assistance.

To learn more about USDA
disaster relief program, pro-
ducers can review the 2014
Farm Bill fact sheet at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill,
the LFP program fact sheet,
http://go.usa.gov/5JTk or
contact their local FSA office.
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If you have noticed dark
greenish-brown to black
caterpillars with pale white,
orange and dark brown
stripes in your lawn, pasture
or alfalfa fields, it could be
an armyworm. The head is
yellowish brown with a
brown network of veins, giv-
ing it a mottled appearance. 

Armyworms are native to
North America and can be
found east of the Rocky
Mountains, reaching north-
ward into southern Canada.
They get their name from
their distinct behavior. As
they consume available food
sources, they migrate in an
army-like fashion to new
host plants. Armyworms typ-
ically feed on grasses, but
some broad leaf stands can
still be affected.   

As I went out sweeping
some soybean fields earlier
this week, I didn’t find any
but that doesn’t mean that
they aren’t there. 

Patty Lucas, entomologist
researcher for the University
of Kentucky, set traps in
Caldwell County and found
285 in one week. This num-
ber is a lot higher than
usual, which could be due to
the rain we had recently. 

According to Doug John-
son, Extension entomologist
with the University of Ken-
tucky, rainy periods in late
summer result in increased
survival of small fall army-
worm caterpillars, which can
lead to outbreaks. 

Armyworms feed on
leaves in the evening, early

morning and on cloudy days.
During the heat of the day,
they stay hidden in surface
residue or in soil cracks. 

Be sure to look for
chewed leaves. This is the
earliest sign of infestation.
Field corn is likely too far de-
veloped for damage to occur,
as with full season soybeans.
However, double crop soy-
bean could be problematic if
the bean has not reached
the R6 stage, also known as
the full seed stage. If the soy-
beans have reached the full
seed stage, the pods should
contain green seed. Also, if
the double crop soybeans
are surrounded by hayfields
or pasture fields, if the fields
are infested with weeds or if
there has been a recent defo-
liation/weed kill nearby, the
double crop soybeans could
be at risk. 

Keep in mind, these
armyworms feed on foliage.
If the foliage they have been
feeding on suddenly dies,
they will travel as an army to
the nearest source of food.
The fields that are at a
higher risk are forage fields
of mixed alfalfa, grass and
pasture fields. Established

fields will probably not be
killed, but a complete cut-
ting may be lost. Newly es-
tablished stands by far pose
the greatest risk. If army-
worms invade a new estab-
lishment, there could be a
100-percent kill. 

The same rule applies for
home lawns. The better es-
tablished, the less of a risk.
Homeowners wishing to
apply an insecticide should
read the label to make sure
it lists armyworm control. 

Control in fields and pas-
tures may be a little more
challenging. Malathion is the

only insecticide with a zero-
day preharvest or grazing in-
terval, but control may be
limited. 

For a complete list of
chemicals and recommenda-
tions for control, please con-
tact me. If you suspect
armyworm damage or find
armyworms, I would be
happy to come out and in-
vestigate. 

(Hall is the University of
Kentucky Crittenden County
Cooperative Extension Agent
for Agriculture and Natural
Resources. She can be
reached at (270) 965-5236.)
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Armyworm making itself known

ATTENTION 
LAND OWNERS

Kentucky land is in demand. Realize full market value
in the sale of your recreational property. Whitetail
Properties offers a diverse platform of selling 
options including conventional listings and 
professional auction services. It’s no mistake that
land sellers across the Midwest have entrusted their
land sale to us. Whitetail Properties has an extensive
network and client base that reaches the entire na-
tion and includes Farmers, Sportsmen, Investors and
Hunting Professionals.

FOR mORE DETAiLS pLEASE CONTACT 
KENTUCKY LAND SpECiALiST, 

mARK WiLLiAmS (270) 836-0819

KENTUCKY LAND FOR SALE
CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 135 ACRES  - $244,900 - Out-
standing habitat in a premier whitetail county. A well main-
tained 3 bed, 2 bath trailer provides more than ample
living quarters with a 20 x 24 outbuilding for storage of all
your hunting gear.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 58 ACRES - An excellent combina-
tion property with income and outstanding hunting possi-
bilities. Easy access to utilities with building sites.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 181 ACRES - $371,000 - Excellent
habitat and trophy management. With tillable ground for
food and income with a great hunting cabin and stellar
views make this a farm that does not hit the market very
often.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 93 ACRES - $148,000 - This farm of-
fers a ton of quality hunting and recreational potential.
Property is all wooded with just a couple of small openings
for food plots.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 134 ACRES  - $186,900 - High qual-
ity hunting tract comprised of food, cover & water. Great
internal trail system for excellent access and NO road
frontage.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 103 ACRES - $237,200 - The genet-
ics of this property is the right mix for a great hunting
property with income to boot.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 118 ACRES - $195,000 - Outstanding
habitat that is built for deer hunting! A great mixture of
open timber, dense cover, water, and food.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 523 ACRES - Price Reduced to
$834,185 - This super hunting tract combines the best of
multiple habitats for excellent deer and turkey hunting. A
small cabin also resides on the property.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 250 ACRES - Price Reduced.
$1,750/ACRE - 3 ponds, hardwood timber, overgrown
fields and pasture.

www.whitetailproperties.com
trophy properties real estate I dba whitetail properties I licensed in illinois, iowa, kansas, 
kentucky, missouri, san perez, broker I 108 n. monroe I pittsfield, IL 62363 I 217.285-9000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

PENDING

The Crittenden/Livingston Water District will be
accepting sealed bids for the following trucks
and equipment:
• 1984 International Semi Truck (bad motor) with 
• Lowboy Trailer
• 2006 GMC 1/2 Ton Pickup
• 2004 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton Pickup
• 2001 Utility Bed Knapheide

Sealed bids will be accepted at the Crittenden/Livingston
Water District office or can be mailed to 620 E. Main St.,
Salem, KY 42078. All bids should be sealed and marked
with description of truck or utility bed. 
Bids will be opened at the Crittenden/Livingston Water
District Office during the regular monthly meeting on
September 22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. Any or all bids may be
rejected. 

For more information or to inspect the trucks 
and/or utility bed, please call (270) 988-2680 
or Contact Ronnie Slyden at (270) 519-2979.

Sept. 9, 2013
Receipts: 735 head. 
Compared to last week: Feeders steers and heifers 

traded 5.00-10.00 higher. Slaughter cows and bulls 
traded steady. 

Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
6    200-300     265    315.00-375.00     341.35
4    300-400     352    254.00-281.00     268.60
33    400-500     460    243.00-261.00     252.18
1    400-500     415       281.00         281.00   Ind
55    500-600     548    235.00-252.00     243.99
24    600-700     631    219.00-231.00     228.40
1    700-800     700       214.00         214.00
3    800-900     838    180.00-190.00     183.24
7    900-1000    932       193.00         193.00
3   1000-1100   1086       161.00         161.00

Groups: 26 head 562 lbs 243.50 blk
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
4    200-300     251    250.00-310.00     293.25
1    400-500     495       211.00         211.00
5    500-600     555    218.00-228.00     221.42
5    600-700     660    190.00-214.00     204.10
1    700-800     775       194.00         194.00
1    800-900     835       170.00         170.00

Feeder Holstein Steers Large 3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
1    200-300     235       152.00         152.00
2    400-500     440    145.00-155.00     149.72
1    500-600     525       144.00         144.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
3    200-300     260    275.00-300.00     286.15
32    300-400     352    251.00-283.00     261.49
86    400-500     460    230.00-261.00     242.10
1    400-500     400       268.00         268.00   Ind
38    500-600     516    220.00-239.00     230.69
12    600-700     611    205.00-216.00     210.49
7    700-800     720    193.00-195.00     193.60
2    800-900     862       177.00         177.00
5    900-1000    920       182.00         182.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
3    200-300     272    245.00-265.00     257.83
7    300-400     361    240.00-250.00     245.02
11    400-500     453    200.00-227.00     217.04
25    500-600     576    200.00-218.00     212.96
2    600-700     658    190.00-200.00     194.83
1    700-800     725       184.00         184.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
9    300-400     355    270.00-295.00     281.54
31    400-500     450    245.00-276.00     254.46
29    500-600     533    221.00-245.00     228.62
17    600-700     649    196.00-211.00     202.15
3    700-800     705    184.00-185.00     184.67
1    800-900     825       160.00         160.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
9    300-400     365    240.00-264.00     246.68
20    400-500     470    219.00-241.00     231.92
23    500-600     567    200.00-216.00     213.30
5    600-700     665    180.00-192.00     185.33

Feeder Bulls Small and Medium 1
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range      Avg Price
2      500-600     550     165.00-189.00     177.11
2      600-700     635     160.00-190.00     175.59

Slaughter Cows:
%Lean      Weight        Avg-Dress   Lo-Dress  

Breaker     75-80    1300-1700    104-112                                     
Boner        80-85    1160-1700    102-114
Lean          85-90    1010-1400     94-102         90-94
Slaughter Bulls: 
YG:     Weight    Avg-Dress    High-Dress    Lo-Dress 
#1-2   1025-2275  122-132  142       116-120
Stock Cows: Cows 2 to 8 years old and 3 to 8 months 

bred 1025.00-1575.00 per head.
Stock Cow/Calf Pairs: Cows 4 to 5 years old with 

calves at side 1675.00-1925.00 per pair.

Chip Stewart, market specialist
www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/sv_ls150.txt

Livestock report
USDA Ledbetter auction results

Wholesale • Retail
From Marion, KY 
Go 6 Miles East on
U.S 60 to Mattoon,
Then 3 Miles North
on Hwy. 654.

WE’RE OPEN
MUM FARMeachy’s

Watch For Our Sign

U-DIG / POTTEDB
Early & Late
Mon. - Sat.

7670 FORDS FERRY RD.
MARION, KY 42064

Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Closed Thurs. & Sun.

BOW SALE
AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 13
10% OFF

ANY PSE BOW 
IN-STOCK

*EXCLUDES 
ACCESSORIES

SEVERAL MODELS AVAILABLE

PHOTO PROVIDED

University of Kentucky Crittenden County Cooperative Extension
Service Agent for Agriculture Meredith Hall sweeps a soybean
field looking for the armyworm, a pest to farmers.

Livestock producers urged to enroll in USDA
disaster assistance program by end of month

Students called upon for 2014 
conservation writing, art contests



Recycling center
target of burglars

Local authorities say bur-
glars made a bold move to
steal several thousand dollars
worth of copper wire in the
dark hours of Saturday morn-
ing after a security alarm had
been triggered at Marion Recy-
cling Center on U.S. 641.

An automatic alarm system
went off shortly after 2 a.m.,
and the sheriff's department
was dispatched to the scene
but found the doors locked
and nothing out of place.
About an hour later, the owner
arrived and found that bur-
glars had gotten away with two
large pallets of copper wire.

Investigators believe the in-
truders used a cutting device
to go through the metal wall of
the building after the sheriff's
department had checked on
the alarm and left. 

The burglars used motor-
ized equipment at the recycling
center to load the heavy pallets
onto a white Ford flatbed
truck. Surveillance video got a
good picture of the truck used
in the crime and police are
currently looking for the vehi-
cle, which is believed to have
some type of black lettering on
the driver's side door.

In an unrelated burglary
two weeks ago, thieves stole a
small horse trailer from a pic-
nic area in Mattoon. A few
nights later, they came back
and stole a utility trailer, then
got a metal picnic table on an-
other trip days later. The items
belonged to Mickey Brown of
Mattoon.

Anyone with information
regarding these matters
should call Crittenden County
Sheriff's Department at (270)
965-3400.

14 marijuana plants
eradicated in county

Crittenden County Sheriff's
Department and Pennyrile
Narcotics Task Force agents
found and eradicated 14 mar-
ijuana plants in the southwest
part of Crittenden County last
week.

The pot was located Sept. 2
during a flyover operation
headed by the task force. 

Deputy Chuck Hoover as-
sisted on the ground with
eradication. That much mari-
juana has a street value of
about $14,000.

The property owner is not
suspected of being involved in
the growing operation. The in-
vestigation is continuing, offi-
cers said.

New limits posted
at Smithland Bridge 

New signs are going up to
inform truckers of new maxi-
mum load limits on the U.S.
60 bridge over the Cumber-

land River at Smithland.
Kentucky Transportation

Cabinet spokesman Keith
Todd said the enhanced en-
forcement is in response to a
number of recent complaints
about overweight trucks cross-
ing the bridge and vehicles ex-
ceeding the 35 mph bridge
speed limit.

By law, load limit informa-
tion is posted at the end of all
Kentucky bridges. It is the re-
sponsibility of the commercial
driver's license holder to obey
bridge weight restrictions.

The new limits replace old
measures that had been in
place since April 1988.

The 1,817-foot through-
truss structure was opened to
traffic in 1931.

— From staff and AP reports

CVS drops tobacco,
revamps its name

As CVS sharpens its focus
on customer health, the na-
tion's second-largest drugstore
chain has tweaked its corpo-
rate name and stopped the
sale of tobacco nearly a month
sooner than planned.

CVS Caremark said last
Wednesday it will now be
known as CVS Health, effective
immediately. The signs on its
roughly 7,700 drugstores
won't change, so the tweak
may not register with shop-
pers.

However, those customers
will see a big change when
they check out. The cigars and
cigarettes that used to fill the
shelves behind store cash reg-
isters have been replaced with
nicotine gum and signs urging
visitors to kick the tobacco
habit.

CVS announced in Febru-
ary that it would phase out to-
bacco sales by Oct. 1 because
it could no longer sell smokes

in a setting where health care
is delivered. CVS CEO Larry
Merlo said the company moved
up its quit date nearly a month
because they got ready for the
move sooner than they antici-
pated, not because its distri-
bution centers had already run
out of tobacco.

— The Associated Press

Detonations to level
old Ledbetter Bridge 

Due to a slow start on the
cutting process and the poten-
tial for weather issues this
week, the use of explosives for
the controlled demolition of a
truss on the old Ledbetter
Bridge at Paducah has been
rescheduled for 8 a.m. Tues-
day. The demolition was origi-
nally slated for today
(Thursday).

A contractor for the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet
(KyTC) has been saw-cutting to
prepare the first section of the
U.S. 60 bridge over the Ten-
nessee River.

The contractor is cutting
the left descending truss on
the McCracken side of the river
in key locations. The saw work
will weaken the truss so it can
be taken down by the con-
trolled explosion. The cuts will
allow the truss to break into
about ten 40-foot sections
when explosions knock the
truss from the piers.

The detonation on Tuesday
will be the first controlled ex-
plosion, said KyTC spokesman
Keith Todd. Two more con-
trolled explosions, about one a
week, will be required to bring
down the other two main truss
spans.

“They will be followed by
some additional detonations to
bring down the concrete piers,”
Todd added.

He noted that the agency,

the contractor and area law
enforcement are making
arrangements for the public to
observe the detonation from a
safe distance.

“We plan to restrict west-
bound traffic to one lane on
the new U.S. 60 Tennessee
River bridge. The public will be
allowed to park along the west-
bound approach to the new
bridge. Anyone who wants to
observe the explosion can then
walk up onto the new bridge
which overlooks the demolition
project,” Todd said.  “West-
bound U.S. 60 traffic will be
moved to the left-hand, or
passing lane, and will remain
open.  There will be no stop-
ping or parking on the new
bridge to assure there is room
for the public and traffic flow is
maintained.”

The public may also ob-
serve the detonation from
Delta Road on the Livingston
County side of the river.

There will be a strictly en-
force 1,500-foot clear zone
around the blast site. Home-
owners within that clear zone
may stay in their homes or join
the public to observe the dem-
olition work from the new
bridge.

Home Depot says
data system hacked

Home Depot is confirming
that its payment data systems
have been breached, and says
the hack could affect cus-
tomers who used cards at U.S.
and Canadian stores, includ-
ing local stores across western
Kentucky.

The largest U.S. home im-

provement chain says there is
no evidence debit card PINs
were compromised and no ev-
idence online customers shop-
pers are affected.

The Atlanta company says
its investigation is focused on
the months since April.

Home Depot Inc. said last
week that it was working with
banks and law enforcement to
investigate a potential hack.

— The Associated Press

Family Dollar rejects
Dollar General’s bid

Family Dollar is rejecting
Dollar General's latest acqui-
sition offer, and Dollar Tree
says it will now divest as
many stores as needed to get
antitrust clearance for its deal
to buy Family Dollar.

Family Dollar rejected an
earlier offer of nearly $9 billion
from Dollar General, with the
Goodlettsville, Tenn., dis-
counter then boosting its bid
to $9.1 billion. Dollar Gen-
eral – the nation's biggest dol-
lar-store chain – had also
revised its proposal to in-
crease the number of stores it
would be willing to divest and
to include a $500 million re-
verse break-up fee to Family
Dollar if the deal hit antitrust
roadblocks.

But Family Dollar said Fri-
day it still has antitrust con-
cerns. Dollar General said in a
statement that it is still com-
mitted to acquiring Family
Dollar and is evaluating its
next steps.

Family Dollar has been
looking for a lifeline after run-
ning into some financial

stress, shuttering stores and
cutting prices. 

In July, Family Dollar
Stores Inc. accepted an $8.5
billion deal with Chesapeake,
Va.-based Dollar Tree Inc. In-
cluding debt and other costs,
Family Dollar and Dollar Tree
estimated the deal to be worth
approximately $9.2 billion.

The two companies said
Friday that they anticipate the
transaction closing as early as
the end of November.

There are both Dollar Gen-
eral and Family Dollar stores
in Marion. The nearest Dollar
Tree stores are in Princeton
and Morganfield.

— The Associated Press

Smiley completes
USMC basic training

Pvt. Evan Smiley, 25, the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Smiley and brother to Mi-

randa Smi-
ley, all of
Marion, re-
cently com-
pleted 13
weeks of mil-
itary training
at Parris Is-
land, S.C.
During train-
ing, he re-
c e i v e d

instruction in drill and cere-
monies, weapons, map read-
ing, Marine courtesy and
justice, first-aid and Marine
history and traditions.

Pvt. Smiley will be receiving
marine combat training at
Camp Geiger, N.C.

Graduation was at Parris
Island on Aug. 29.

FREDONIA VALLEY BANK
“120 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”
602 Cassidy Ave. • 270-545-3301

Mon.-Thur. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. • Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon • Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

LYON COUNTY BRANCH
“Full Service Banking”

226 Commerce St. • 270-388-2265
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon 

Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

ONLINE BANKING
fredoniavalleybank.com

Fredonia Valley Bank
Serving our local farmers for the past 120 years

Old Fashion Service in a New Banking World

Harvest Season is here and 
Fredonia Valley Bank supports the
farmers’ hard work and dedication 
that they have put into producing 
high quality yields for our nation.
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Interim work continues
Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson) follows proceedings last week
of the September meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Trans-
portation. Ridley represents Crittenden, Livingston, Caldwell, Web-
ster, Union and Henderson counties. The General Assembly will
convene for a 30-day session beginning Jan. 6, 2015.

Smiley



Enrollment numbers
at Murray State up

Murray state University’s
enrollment is at an all-time
high, according to The Murray
state News.

The student newspaper re-
ports that enrollment may in-
crease to 11,000 by the close
of october, when the univer-
sity is required to submit final
numbers to the state. Prelimi-
nary numbers show the west-
ern Kentucky college is likely
to surpass the 11,000 student
mark for the first time ever.

The newspaper reports it’s
unclear how many students
the university can hold, but of-
ficials with the school believe it
will be several years before ca-
pacity is reached. Fred dietz,
associate vice president of en-
rollment and management,

suggests 12,000 students
might be the maximum the
university can handle.

Meantime, to handle grow-
ing enrollment, construction of
a new residential hall is set to
begin in March of next year.

Best Colleges ranks
Murray State high

U.s. News & World report
on Tuesday released its 30th
edition of Best colleges, which
includes data on nearly 1,800
colleges and universities.
Princeton University was tops
in the nation. The University of
Kentucky was ranked 129th,
32 spots ahead of the Univer-
sity of Louisville.

Meantime, Murray state
University ranked 26th among
colleges in the south region.
Western Kentucky came in at

No. 31 in the same category.
Asbury college in Wilmore,
Ky., came in at No. 1 in the
south region.

eligible schools are ranked
on up to 16 measures of aca-
demic excellence, including
graduation rates, selectivity
and freshmen retention, to
help families compare schools,
narrow their searches and
make informed decisions.

Mattoon to host
GOP candidates

Mattoon Volunteer Fire de-
partment will host a republi-
can town hall meeting from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, in-
troducing local GoP candi-
dates to the public. 

This is the first in a series of
such meetings over the next
five weeks.
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Our obituary policy
Most obituaries in The Crittenden

Press are published at no charge.
However, extended obituaries are
available for a small fee. Please ask
your funeral director about fee-
based obituaries. There is no charge
for use of a photo. 

Maddox
Martha sue crafton Mad-

dox, 73, of hopkinsville, for-
merly of Beech Grove, ind.,
and Todd county, Ky., died
sept. 3, 2014, at Alive hospice
at skyline Madison campus
in Madison, Tenn.  

she was born in clifty, Ky.,
on dec. 29, 1940. she was re-
tired from st. Francis hospital
in Beech Grove and was a
member of Mt. calvary evan-
gelistic center in indianapo-
lis.  

Maddox is survived by a
son, christopher Maddox of
Washington; a daughter,
Michelle Fouts of salem; four
sisters, eva stagner of hop-
kinsville, edna hall of hop-
kinsville, sandra Kennedy of
russellville and Lori carson of
sumer shade, Ky.; and two
grandchildren.

she was preceded in death
by a grandson, david
Nathaniel Fouts; and her par-
ents, Leo crafton and ruthell
Francies crafton.  

Funeral services were Mon-
day at Lola Pentecostal
church in salem with rev.
Perry Fouts and Patty cooper
officiating. Burial was in Glen-
wood cemetery in elkton.
Latham Funeral home of elk-
ton was in charge of arrange-
ments. — PAID OBITUARY —

Foreman
Mike Foreman, 66, of crit-

tenden county died sept. 1,
2014, at Ferrell hospital in el-
dorado, ill. 

he enjoyed coon hunting,
barbecuing and spending time
with his grandchildren.

Foreman is survived by his
parents, Bill and Betty Fore-
man of sturgis; two daugh-
ters, shanna holloran of
sturgis and Missy Whitsell of
Morganfield; and five grand-
children, coul holloran,
Mason holloran, Grace hollo-
ran, Taylor Whitsell and Luke
Whitsell.

Funeral services were last
Thursday at Whitsell Funeral
home in sturgis with rev.
heath Martin officiating. Bur-
ial was in Pythian ridge
cemetery in Union county. 

Memorial contributions
can be made to: National Kid-
ney Foundation, 30 e. 33rd
st., New York, NY 10016.

online condolences may be
made at WhitsellFuneral
home.com.

— PAID OBITUARY —

Wheeler
Lanna Kay Wheeler, 61, of

henderson died sept. 4, 2014,
at Methodist hospital in hen-
derson.

she was born on Jan. 10,
1953. she was a member of
Maranatha Baptist church.

Wheeler is survived by her
husband of 41 years, stan
Wheeler of henderson; two
sons, William h. Wheeler of
Princeton and charles Ben
Wheeler of Marion; a sister,
Jean smith of clay; four
brothers, robert hardin of
salem, Johnny hardin of
salem, Thomas hardin of
Marion and david hardin of
Marion; a grandson, Matthew
Wheeler; three step-grandchil-
dren, robyn duff, Garret duff
and samantha duff; and four
great-great-grandchildren.

Boyd Funeral directors in
salem was in charge of
arrangements. 

Memorial contributions
may be made to: American
Bible society, 1865 Broadway,
New York, NY 10023-7505; or
Gideon Bibles, P.o. Box 304,
salem, KY  42078.

condolences may be left
online at BoydFuneral
directors.com.

— PAID OBITUARY —

Hall
robert eugene hall, 61, of

Joy died sept. 3, 2014, at his
home. 

he was a member of cave
springs Missionary Baptist
church. 

hall is survived by his wife
of 41 years, Yvonne hall; three
sons, Bryan and wife Keely
hall of Lola, chad hall of Joy
and Alan hall and fiancée Ali-
son of Joy; a brother, Billy ray
hall of salem; a sister, Marie
Patterson of Paducah; a
granddaughter, charlee Kay;
several nieces and
nephews.     

he was preceded in death
by his parents, Lloyd and
Mary Adams hall; and two
brothers, Larry hall and
Jessie “Popeye” hall.

Funeral services were sat-
urday in the chapel of Boyd
Funeral directors in salem
with the revs. Jim Wring and
danny starrick officiating.
Burial was in carrsville ceme-
tery.

condolences may be left
online at BoydFuneral
directors.com.

In Loving Memory of

Herman Franklin McMain
February 9, 1937 - September 10, 2013

I Thought Of You With Love Today

I thought of you with love today, but that is nothing new.
I thought about you yesterday and days before that too.

I think of you in silence. I often speak your name.
All I have are memories and your picture in a frame.

Your memory is my keepsake with which I’ll never part.
God has you in His keeping, I have you in my heart.

Your Loving Wife, Judy McMain

A BUSINESS BUILT ON HONESTY, 
INTEGRITY AND SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

131 Old Salem Rd. & Hwy 60
Marion, KY 42064

Ron Brown
270-965-4175

24-HOUR TOWING

COOKIES, HEALTHY MUFFINS, 
AND OTHER FINE BAKED GOODS
Special Orders • Gift Cards

Dippin’ Dots

117 E. Main St., Princeton
270-963-2544

www.mrsmclovets.com
Thur. & Fri. 9 am - 5 pm • Sat. 9 am - 4 pm

Flavors Of The Week
Mint Chocolate 

Chocolate Orange Blossom
Carrot Cake
Lemon Drop
Wedding Cake

Thank You
We would like to thank everyone who helped in any way

during the passing of our loved one. To the neighbor who was
the first one there, to EMS and all who worked so hard at the
scene and to Crittenden Health Systems and all who went the
extra mile. Thank you to the staff of Boyd Funeral Directors
for a great job and to Rev. Steve Tinsley and Rev. Jimmy (Bub)
Porter.

Thanks to everyone who sent beautiful flowers, etc. and
Bibles and expressed words of kindness. Thank you to all the
law enforcement officers that were there and the honor guards.
Law enforcement was Rickey’s life and he would have been
so proud to see the many friends and relatives. 

Thank you to the members of Barnett Chapel Church and
Steve and Marie Burkhart for preparing the meals. Thanks also
to those who brought food to the house, visited, sent cards, or
made phone calls and prayers. We will forever be thankful for
each of you.

The family of Rickey Dale (Rick) Riley
Wife, Son, Daughter-in-law, Brother, Sisters, 
Step-Sons and Wives, Grandchildren & 
Great-Grandchildren

— PAID OBITUARY —

Brown
James Vance Brown, 84, of

Valparaiso, ind., formerly of
Marion, died sept. 7, 2014, at
Valparaiso care and rehabil-
itation center.

he was retired
from National steel
in Portage, ind. he
served on Marion
city council for 8
years and had also
served as a Marion city police
officer. he attended emmaus
church in crittenden county
and was a U.s. Army veteran
of the Korean War.

Brown is survived by two
sons, ron Brown of Marion
and James Brown of Portage;
a daughter, deborah Koleck of
Portage; a sister, Anna hall of
Kuttawa; two granddaugh-
ters, Wendi Brown and Kelli
Kalin; three great-grandsons,
Tyler Brown, Kane Graeber
and Joey Kalin.

he was preceded in death
by his parents, henry ray and
susan Pearl Polk Brown; his
wife, Mary Kathryn Moore
Brown; a brother; and a sister.

A memorial service will be
held at a date yet to be deter-
mined.

Myers Funeral home, Mar-
ion is handling arrangements.

MPD looking
into car theft
STAFF REPORT

Marion police are investi-
gating an alleged auto theft
that was reported by a North
Weldon Street couple on Aug.
31.

Fewer than 24 hours later,
the 2013 Chevrolet Sonic was
found in Livingston County on
a desolate road along the
Cumberland River. The vehi-
cle had been burned beyond
recognition. 

George Foster, the Marion
policeman investigating the
theft, said the vehicle was lo-
cated by a passersby on
Head Road near Pinck-
neyville. It had been reported
stolen by Otis and Barbara
Long. 

The vehicle was valued at
$22,000.

Anyone with information
about this alleged crime is
urged to contact the Marion
Police Department at (270)
965-3500.

Comer navigates
Farmer backlash
The AssociATed Press

Kentucky Agriculture
commissioner James comer
formally announced his can-

didacy for
g o v e r n o r
T u e s d a y
amid vocal
republican
b a c k l a s h
over his han-
dling of the
investigation
and indict-
ment of his
GoP prede-

cessor, richie Farmer. 
Farmer is serving a 27-

month federal prison sentence
after pleading guilty to corrup-
tion charges last year. comer
called for the audit that con-
tributed to Farmer's downfall. 

Farmer remains popular in
his birthplace of eastern Ken-
tucky after his starring role on
the 1992 University of Ken-
tucky basketball team. GoP
officials in clay and Laurel
counties say it will be difficult
for comer to get a foothold in
eastern Kentucky because of
his outspokenness on Farmer. 

comer said he will always
do what he thinks is right and
said history will show he did
the right thing.

Comer

NEWS BRIEFS
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The teenage years can be

rough on teens and on par-

ents, as young people

strive for independence

and parents learn how and

when to let go. One of the

most common stresses put

on teens is peer pressure.

While they want to be inde-

pendent, they do seek ac-

ceptance from their peers.

As children grow into ado-

lescence, they begin to de-

vote more time to their

friends and peers than their

family members. Having

friends is good. Friendships

help teens navigate these

years and can teach them

how to form strong, fruitful

relationships and ways to

work with all kinds of differ-

ent people, which will be

helpful no matter what ca-

reer they choose. Encour-

age your teen to form many

friendships with a variety of

individuals who share simi-

lar interests. For example,

maybe your teen plays high

school sports but is also in-

volved in the school’s busi-

ness club. She can have

friends from each group.

Having friends in many dif-

ferent groups can also help

your child navigate peer

pressure, as she will always

have a group of friends to

go to in case she has a

falling out with another

group.

Positive peer relation-

ships are very healthy for

teens, but sometimes peer

relationships can have a

negative influence. Friends

could have undesirable at-

tributes such as a bad atti-

tude, no ambition, be

disrespectful or engage in

risky behaviors. They may

encourage their friends to

do similar things.

As a parent, you can help

your child successfully nav-

igate the teen years and re-

sist peer pressure. While

you may not think he lis-

tens to you any more, he

does. Here are some tips:

n Get to know your teen’s

friends, their dreams for the

future, their goals and what

they do with their spare

time.

n Acquaint yourself with

their parents. It will make

you more feel more comfort-

able when you call them to

ask if a party at their house

is going to have parental

supervision.

n Focus on safety. Make

sure your child under-

stands you want him and

his friends to always engage

in safe activities and to look

out for each other. If your

child finds that his friends

are engaging in unsafe ac-

tivities, encourage him to

let an adult know. Reinforce

the idea that expressing

concern for his friends’

safety doesn’t make him a

tattletale.

n Listen to your child

without rushing to judg-

ment or into a lecture. If

you quickly rush to judg-

ment, your child may start

hiding parts of her life from

you, especially if she finds

out you don’t particularly

like a friend or group of

friends.

n Let your child always

know that he can call you if

he does not feel safe or

needs to get out of a bad

situation.

(Nancy Hunt is the Family

and Consumer Sciences

Agent at the University of

Kentucky Cooperative  Ex-

tension Service for Critten-

den County. For more

information on program-

ming, contact the Extension

Service at (270) 965-5236.)

Teens need help in navigating peer pressure

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Community CALENDAR
Thursday, Sept. 11

n The deadline to register a
spot in the homecoming pa-
rade is today (Thursday). Con-
tact Kim Vince at the high
school at (270) 965-2248 or
email kim.vince@crittenden.
kyschools.us. 
n Smithland Area Chamber of

Commerce will meet at 8 a.m.
today (Thursday) at the Levee
Restaurant on U.S. 60 in Smith-
land. The Chamber will be plan-
ning for Octoberfest, which will
be held Oct. 4 in Smithland. The
Chamber invites anyone who is
interested in the future of Smith-
land and Livingston County to
be a part of helping to promote
social, intellectual and commer-
cial development of the county.
n The Crittenden County Re-

tired Teachers Association will
meet 4 p.m., at the Marion
United Methodist Church social
hall.
Saturday, Sept. 13

n American Legion Post 217
in Burna will host a breakfast
prepared and served by local
veterans from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
All you can eat for $6. 
n The Crittenden County Ge-

nealogy Society will meet  at 10
a.m., in the meeting room at the
public library. The program will
be a group sharing of record
management – How you organ-
ize your genealogy information.
n The Providence Literary
Festival will be held from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Provi-
dence VFW. Jay Bonansinga,
author of the Walking Dead
novels, will speak.
Monday, Sept. 15

n Livingston County Middle

School Learning Environment
Committee will meet the third
Monday of each month from 3
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 17

n The National Active and Re-
tired Federal Employees Asso-
ciation (NARFE) Chapter
1373, will meet at 11:15 a.m.,
at the Crittenden County Pub-
lic Library. The discussion will
include the national convention
and new meeting days. All cur-
rent and retired federal em-
ployees are invited to attend
the monthly meeting.
Thursday, Sept. 18

n The football homecoming
parade will be at 5 p.m. Al and
Angela Starnes will be this
year’s grand marshals. 
Friday, Sept. 19

n A Diabetes Support Group
will meet at 10 a.m., at the
Crittenden County Extension
Service. Call (270) 965-5236
for further information.
Saturday, Sept. 20

n A golf scramble will be held
at 10 a.m., at the Marion
Country Club for members of
the early 1970s CCHS re-
union. Cost is $25 per person.
Call Billy Fox at (270) 704-
1385 to register or mail pay-
ment to Ronnie Beavers, 627
Mexico Rd., Marion, Ky.
42064.
n Salem’s Fall Jamboree and

Barbecue cook-off will be held
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. In addi-
tion to barbecue, vendors and
a variety of food, Southern
Gospel, praise and worship
music performances will be
held on Main Street.

Monday, Sept. 22

n A Fibromyalgia and Psoria-
sis support group will meet at
10 a.m., at the Crittenden
County Extension Service. Call
(270) 965-5236 for further in-
formation.
Saturday, Sept. 27

n Crittenden County Chamber
of Commerce’s Pumpkin Festi-
val Car Show will be held from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. This year
the show will also feature an-
tique tractors. To register for
booth space, contact the
Chamber at (270) 965-5015.
Sunday, Oct. 5

n A Furry 5K Dash for the
Dogs will be held at 3 p.m. at
Marion City Park. A pet adop-
tion event will also occur. To
pre-register, return entry form
and $20 fee before Sept. 22.
All proceeds benefit the Mary
Hall Ruddiman Shelter.
Thursday, Oct. 9

n A community yard sale to
benefit the Neville Palmer care
fund will be held from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m., at Marion United
Methodist Church’s basement.
Sale items will be donated by
Crittenden County School em-
ployees.
Saturday, Dec. 6

n Marion National Guard Re-
union will be held at the Lions
Club building. For more infor-
mation contact Brent Nelson at
(270) 704-1392 or Roger
Lubben at (270) 625-0971.
On-going events

n All veterans are invited for
coffee and breakfast at 7:30
a.m. each Tuesday at the VFW
building in Marion.

Crittenden County Elementary School educators Crystal Moore, Laura Poindexter, Sara Omer
and Cindy Crabtree joined local pilot Jamie Hunt for a bird’s-eye view of Marion. The flight oc-
curred last Friday during the school’s tour of the Marion-Crittenden County Airport. The event
was part of the school district’s focus on college and career readiness. Middle and high school
students also participated in activities that encouraged students to think about college and
career readiness.             

Education soars at CCES

Students consider career options
during College and Career Week
STAFF REPORT

It’s never too early to
think about college or an
exciting career. 

That was the message
Crittenden County Elemen-
tary School students
learned during the school
district’s College and Ca-
reer Week. With the em-
phasis on believing is
achieving, CCES students
dressed in clothes that rep-
resented what career they
might consider after high
school. 

Last Thursday, students
got the opportunity to
speak with a number of of-
ficials in law enforcement
and emergency responders
and business leaders
whose jobs require the use
of a variety of different ma-
chinery.

Later in the week, stu-
dents visited the Marion-
Crittenden County Airport
and learned about different
careers in aviation. 

CCES guidance coun-
selor Laura Poindexter said
it’s important for students
to be exploring different
career options.

“A child's development in
elementary school creates a
strong foundation for fu-
ture academic abilities,
leading to college and ca-
reer readiness, engaged cit-
izenship and lifelong
learning.  Learning in ele-
mentary school helps
young children become in-
quisitive about their world
and develop confidence in
their ability to construct
meaning and understand
what they are learning and

how it fits in with the rest
of their world,” Poindexter
said. “For our children, the
college and career activities
this week allowed them the
opportunity to pretend, to
imagine what they might
become and to express big
ideas.”

Stone-Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Danny R.

Stone of Marion announce
the engagement of their
daughter, Kristen A. Stone,
to Andrew J. Mathias, both
of Paducah. Mathias is the
son of Gerald and Marjorie
Mathias of Middleville,
Mich. 

Stone is a graduate of
Crittenden County High
School. She graduated from
the University of Kentucky
with a bachelor of arts in
sociology and is a graduate
of the University of Ken-
tucky College of Law. She is
employed as an attorney ad-
visor by the Social Security

Administration in Paducah.
Mathias is a graduate of

Thornapple-Kellogg High
School in Middleville. He is
a veteran of the United
States Marine Corps and a
graduate of Northwestern
Michigan College. He cur-
rently attends Eastern Ken-
tucky University, pursuing
a bachelor of science degree
in occupational safety and
health. He is employed by
Pepsi Mid-America as a
human resource manager in
Paducah. 

A November wedding in
Ocho Rios, Jamaica, is
planned.

PHOTOS BY JASON TRAVIS, 
THE PRESS

Above, Crittenden County
EMT Kristy Neilsen speaks
with third-graders Katie Per-
ryman and Brenna Belt about
careers in the medical profes-
sion. At right, Brian Penn of
James Penn Construction
speaks with third-grader
Damyon Toy about the pur-
pose of a telehandler.

Church

notes
n The Glendale School

reunion will be held begin-
ning at 11 a.m., Sept. 20, at
Glendale General Baptist
Church. A potluck meal will
be served.

n The Joylanders of Tren-

ton, Tenn., will be at Pleasant
Grove General Baptist
Church at 6 p.m., Sept. 21.
Enjoy a night of traditional
Southern Gospel and Blue-
grass music. The church is
located on Ky. 723, 4 miles
north of Salem.

n Crooked Creek Baptist
Church will welcome Bible
teacher Mark Davis at 6 p.m.,
Sept. 21. Davis has been
serving in Israel for 25 years.
He will preach at the 11 a.m.
service. 

n Mexico Baptist Church’s
clothes closet is open 9-11
a.m., each Monday.

(Editor’s note: Keep the
community aware of your
church’s activities and cele-
brations. Email Church Notes
to The Crittenden Press at
pressnews@the-press.com.
Type Church Notes in the
subject line. Items need to be
received by 5 p.m., on Mon-
day for the current week’s
publication.) 
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Backpack program helps feed students during weekends
By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Hunger doesn’t take the
weekend off. That’s why
Crittenden County School
District initiated the
Starpack Backpack pro-
gram. 

Now in its fifth year, the
program is designed for any
elementary school student
whose family may face a
situation where enough
food for the weekend is not
available. 

Holly White, public in-
formation officer and com-
munity educator for
Crittenden County Schools,
said the program resumed
Aug. 29 and about 30 fam-
ilies have been eligible to
participate this school year.
Enrollment forms were sent
home with students for the
program. 

Each Friday, participat-
ing students are supplied

with backpacks that are
filled with non-perishable
food items that children
can open and prepare on
their own. White said they
try to offer food items that
are easy for children to
make themselves, espe-
cially if their parents are
working on weekends. The
school system’s family re-
source center purchases
the backpacks and local
churches help with dona-
tions to sustain the pro-
gram. 

White said parents have
expressed how thankful
they are to have the extra
food. 

“This program allows
children to still be able to
eat and have nutritious
snacks and food over the
weekend so that they are
not hungry,” she said. “It’s
something we don’t think
about in this day and time,

of kids being hungry. But it
still happens.”

According to recent data
from FeedingAmerica.org, 1
in 5 children in Kentucky
face food insecurity. Lack
of food in the home takes
on a greater meaning on
weekends, when children
can’t rely on free or re-
duced meals at schools. 

To inquire about eligibil-
ity or how to donate, con-
tact White at the school
district’s central office at
(270) 965-3525 or Laura
Poindexter, guidance coun-
selor at Crittenden County
Elementary School, at (270)
965-2243.

In addition to local
churches and clubs that
have helped partner with
the program, White said in-
dividuals, businesses and
organizations are welcome
to donate to the Starpack
Backpack program.

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden  County  High
School marching band has
already  had  a  busy  year
preparing for the upcoming
season.
Band  camp  was  held  at

the high school from July 21
to Aug. 1, with band mem-
bers starting the first week
with  the  fundamentals  of
marching.  The  second
week was used for teaching
the drill for this year's show.
Members  had  a  big  ad-

justment  to make with  the
resignation  of  Jon  Nash.
Jacob  Carroll  was  subse-
quently hired as the new di-
rector and introduced to the
band on Aug. 5.
The  band  will  have  a

busy marching season be-

ginning  this  week.  The
schedule will be:
-Saturday:  Graves

County, 6:30 p.m.
-  Sept.  20:  Marshall

County, 5:30 p.m.
-  Sept  27:  Caldwell

County, noon.
- Oct 4: McLean County,

TBA.
-  Oct.  18:  Hopkinsville,

TBA.
-  Oct.  25:  Regionals  at

Hopkinsville, TBA.
-  Nov  1:  Semifinals  at

Bryan Station High School
in Lexington, TBA.
The  Crittenden  County

School band will  also play
at all home football games
and  perform  during  half-
time.

CCHS band prepares 
for marching season

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Each Friday morning, Jared Brown fills backpacks with non-perishable food items for eligible
students participating in the Starpack Backpack program at the elementary school.  

housing.
"I have this theory that if I

decide to go into the nursing
home and it's terrible, I won't
be quite so depressed be-
cause I put myself in there,"
she said. "If somebody else
put me in there, I would be
angry. I really, really want to
stay out."

With baby boomers grow-
ing older and most seniors
wishing to remain independ-
ent, Kentucky is undertaking
a broad overhaul of elderly
services in a bid to stretch re-
sources and help older gener-
ations have the same choice
as Gentry – to live out their
final years at home rather
than in an institution.

But it's an area where the
state has struggled to keep up
with demand, forcing many to
remain on waiting lists for
critical programs or enter
nursing homes earlier than
necessary, and experts say
those challenges are only ex-
pected to grow as baby
boomers advance in age.

"Nationally, I don't think
anybody is prepared for what
is going to happen with the
boomers," said Deborah An-
derson, commissioner of the
state Department for Aging
and Independent Living,
which spends about $857
million from Medicaid each
year on institutional care.

That's more than 81 per-
cent of the total Medicaid dol-
lars earmarked for the elderly
and disabled in Kentucky.
The other 19 percent – about
$198 million – goes to the
type of home and community-
based services that can help
people avoid nursing facilities
at about one-third the cost.

Officials and advocates for
the elderly say that ratio
needs improvement.

"What we want is that
when someone goes to the
nursing home, then it is be-
cause they absolutely need
skilled nursing, not because
they don't have anyone there
to help them take a bath," An-
derson said.

Jim Kimbrough, president
of AARP Kentucky, predicts
the department's new ap-
proach will make a big differ-
ence in elderly care, but he
also warns that the state
needs to find more long-term
funding strategy to shore up
services in coming years.

"There is a huge, huge
challenge about how we are
going to continue this over the
next decade," he said.

Kentucky's low rankings
Many states began the

transition years ago.
In June, the AARP ranked

Kentucky behind every other
state on the availability of
long-term support services for
seniors, people with disabili-
ties and family caregivers.

Forty-three others do a
better job channeling Medi-
caid and state funding to pro-
grams that allow people to
stay in their homes, the group
said.

Meanwhile, more than

13,000 people remain on
waiting lists at the Depart-
ment for Aging for meals,
transportation, home-based
services and caregiver serv-
ices, with some applicants as
long as five years.

And census figures indi-
cate that, from 2015 to 2030,
the number of Kentuckians
aged between 70 and 74 will
climb from around 166,460
people to 262,534 — a 58 per-
cent increase.

All this comes at a time
when the department has,
since 2009, faced a 26 per-
cent reduction in its $72 mil-
lion budget.

Anderson said officials de-
cided to undertake the re-
vamp after hearing concerns
from advocates and recogniz-
ing that funds are likely to re-
main stagnant in the near
term.

"Every program, just
about, in this department has
a waiting list," said Anderson.
"There is not enough money
to cover the need."

Changing direction
The department has

worked with advocates and
care providers for the past
year on ways to rebalance
funding and focus more
money, both Medicaid and
state general funds, on home-
based care instead of nursing
homes.

Officials aim to have regu-
lations rewritten and ap-
proved by next spring.

Part of the discussion has
centered on integrating serv-
ices like Meals on Wheels and
nursing support, into Ken-
tucky's Home and Commu-
nity-Based Waiver program,
which allows the state to use
Medicaid funds for non-med-
ical assistance.

Kentucky's Medicaid cost
for a nursing home bed is
around $48,000 per year,
while the cost of maintaining
someone at home with waiver
services is only $15,000 an-
nually.

The waiver has enough ca-
pacity to serve 17,050 people
but has remained under uti-
lized because the eligible serv-
ices have not historically
matched people's needs, An-
derson said.

Only about 11,000 people
are in the waiver now, but fill-
ing up the empty slots is one
goal of the department's over-
haul.

Additionally, officials want
to streamline similar pro-
grams that non-Medicaid
clients receive through the de-
partment, often free of charge
or at a discounted rate de-
pending on their income.

That could help people
avoid the cost of a nursing fa-
cility and free up money to
reinvest back into home-
based programs, Anderson
said.

"We know that there will be
savings, but is it enough to
cover all the people on waiting
lists — no," she said.

States have seen savings
Virtually every state has

made at least some effort to
rebalance Medicaid dollars,
according to H. Stephen Kaye,

a professor at the Institute for
Health and Aging at the Uni-
versity of California, San
Francisco.

Kaye authored an analysis
in 2012, which found that
states can reduce costs by
about 15 percent over a
decade if they gradually shift
money — around 2 percent-
age points a year — from in-
stitutional care toward home
and community-based waiver
programs.

But savings are not auto-
matic, and states must avoid
pitfalls, such as increasing re-
imbursement rates for nurs-
ing homes just to compensate
them for lost revenues, he
warned.

"It is at least no more ex-
pensive," Kaye said. "States
rarely end up spending more
money because they have
shifted to a home and com-
munity-based services sys-
tem, and often, they end up
spending less money."

Kimbrough, from the
AARP, also argues that a suc-
cessful transition will require
the state to consider ideas like
tax credits for caregivers and
reforms that will allow family
members to take over more
medical practices, such as
administering shots to loved
ones.

The AARP estimates that
Kentucky could accommo-
date 31,000 additional low-

and moderate-income adults
on Medicaid if officials im-
proved performance to that of
the best states.

Likewise, around 2,100
people who have remained in
a nursing home for at least 90
days could return to the com-
munity, the group said.

Spending down retirement
According to the Kentucky

Department of Insurance, the
average cost for a semi-pri-
vate room at a nursing home
in 2012 was $70,445 annu-
ally, while assisted living facil-
ities charge around $33,912
each year.

Meanwhile, the average
cost for homemaker services
in 2012 was about $18 per
hour.

The department does not
keep figures on how many
Kentucky residents have
long-term care insurance, but
officials warn that Medicare
will not cover the services.

Anderson said its common
for people to end up relying on
Medicaid and income-based
services at the department as
they spend down their wealth
in their final years.

"Even ...upper middle class
people, if something cata-
strophic health wise happens
to them, health care is so ex-
pensive it just doesn't take
long," she said.

AGING
Continued from Page 1

A Year of Blessings, Laughter
and Fun, Now Our Sweet 
Little Boy is Turning One!

Happy 1st Birthday

Ryan Ross 
on September 10th!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Luke, 
Gran Gran, Grandpa Johnny, 
Aunt Casey & Uncle Jared

THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION HONORING

RICHARD AND JAN GREGORY
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 

AUG. 30, HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED 
FOR SATURDAY, SEPT. 13

THE CELEBRATION WILL BE HELD 
FROM 5-7 P.M., AT THE HOME OF 
DR. AND MRS. STEVE BURKHART, 

97 S.R. 1668, MARION. 
THE EVENT WAS RESCHEDULED DUE 

TO A DEATH IN THE FAMILY. 

If You Recognize
This Handsome Soldier 
of Lola, Call and 
Wish Him A Happy 
90th Birthday 
On Sept. 15, 2014.

From, 
Your Loving 
Family

2014 HWY. 60 YARD SALE
CONTACT THE MARION TOURISM 

COMMISSION AFTER SCHEDULING 
YOUR SALE DURING THE ANNUAL 

HIGHWAY 60 YARD SALE!

Friday, Oct. 3
Saturday, Oct. 4
Sunday, Oct. 5

Eight western Kentucky counties will team up to 
present the ninth annual Highway 60 Yard Sale.  The
sale will stretch for 200 miles along U.S. Highway 60
through Livingston, Crittenden, Union, Henderson,

Daviess, Hancock, Breckinridge, and Meade counties.

The Marion Tourism Commission will help you promote 
your sale by advertising a list of participating addresses. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hundreds of children in
more than 10 states, includ-
ing Kentucky, have been
sickened by a severe respi-
ratory illness that public
health officials say may be
caused by an uncommon
virus similar to the germ
that causes the common
cold.

According to The Courier-
Journal, Kraig Humbaugh,
deputy commissioner of the
Kentucky Department of
Public Health, said the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recently
confirmed that five of 10
cases it tested from Ken-
tucky were enterovirus D68.
The germ is an uncommon
strain of a very common
family of viruses that typi-
cally hit from summertime
through autumn.

The virus can cause mild
coldlike symptoms includ-
ing runny noses, coughing
and wheezing but Mark Pal-
lansch, director of the viral
diseases division at the

CDC, said this summer's
cases are unusually severe
and include serious breath-
ing problems.

The virus typically
causes illness lasting about
a week and most children
recover with no lasting
problems.

CDC's Dr. Anne
Schuchat said at a Monday
news briefing that there are
other viruses making kids
sick.

“Most of the runny noses
out there are not going to be

turning into this,” she said.
Children with asthma

and other health problems
are especially at risk for the
enterovirus, but reported
cases include children with-
out asthma who have devel-
oped asthmalike breathing
problems, Pallansch said.
He said no deaths have been
reported in the outbreak.

The virus can spread
through sneezing and ex-
perts say good hand-wash-
ing practices are important
to curb transmission.

Children sickened in 10 states by enterovirus 68
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Local residents’ impact fondly remembered
It’s interesting to read

the old obituaries of years
ago. Many were lengthy
and told a lot of history
about the person and even
stated information about
their families. This is espe-
cially appreciated by the
family historian of later
years. They also told of
how their lives might have
affected the community
and the worthwhile things
they did. 

Others might tell of a
tragic accident that took a
life. But without this infor-
mation being written, one
might never know any-
thing about their lives and
how they died or how
much the community
would miss them.

From the archives of
The Crittenden Press are
two very different accounts
of such articles, both very
interesting.

The Crittenden Press
March 31, 1950

Miss Nelle Walker, Crit-
tenden County’s “first
lady,” is gone. For the last
several years, she had
been in failing health, but
on the Sunday before her
passing early Tuesday
morning, she had attended
her Sunday school class
which she taught for some
30 or 40 years in the Mar-
ion Methodist Sunday
School and remained for
the 11 o’clock church serv-
ice that day.

Monday, she had a
heart attack, and early
Tuesday morning, she suf-
fered another attack that
claimed her life.

The daughter of Robert
Newton and Sarah Jane
Walker, she was born in
Crittenden County on July
17, 1865, and had she
lived until next July, she
would have been 85 years
old.

She was educated in
such public schools as
were in this section at the
time and in private schools
and acquired a liberal edu-
cation.

Her first public service
was as a teacher, and she
was such a successful one
that even after more than
50 years, many of those
whom she taught will tell
you that she was the most
outstanding teacher they
ever knew.

Following her several
years of successful teach-
ing experience, she formed
a partnership with her
brother-in-law, the late
Jesse Olive, and for a
number of years they were
in the hardware business
in Marion.

Later, after many years
as a stenographer, she
went into the insurance
business for herself, which
she continued until failing

health forced her to relin-
quish those duties a few
years ago.

Some three or four
years ago, she disposed of
her home in Marion and
went to live with her niece,
Mrs. Weams Croft and her
husband in their Marion
home. While there, she
was given care and every
kind consideration. Had
she had children of her
own, they could not have
been gentler nor kinder
during her declining years
than these two persons in
whom she placed such
confidence, and upon
whom she leaned more
and more as the days
lengthened into the Valley
of the Shadow. 

The one who writes
these lines knows that
through the years to come
these two loved ones will
have every reason to be
thankful for the tender
way in which they looked
after  and cared for her.

In October 1876, when
she was only 11 years old,
Miss Nelle, as she came to
be lovingly known by thou-
sands of people, united
with the Marion Methodist
Church. From that time
on, she remained loyal,
faithful and devoted to the
church and to every cause
and purpose for which it
stood.

At the time of her death,
she was the oldest member
of the church. For more
than 40 years, she took an
active part in the choir.
But when the time came
she thought she had
served her time in that
connection, she graciously
stepped aside so younger
voices might sing the
songs and anthems which
she loved so well and
which she had sung so
many times.

Miss Nelle found gen-
uine pleasure in being of
service to others. Among
the numerous offices she
held for the public good
and as a service to the
general public was that of
secretary of the Marion
Cemetery Association to
which she gave her effi-
cient and tireless efforts.
To this work, as to all
things else in which she
participated, she gave her
best, and the beauty of the
Mapleview Cemetery in
Marion, where rests so
many of our beloved dead,
is due in large measure to

the thoughtful planning
and the untiring efforts of
this faithful public ser-
vant.

There are but few people
in Crittenden County for
whom she had either di-
rectly or indirectly done a
special service. She pos-
sessed a rare sense of
humor with unusual un-
derstanding of human na-
ture. Her infectious laugh,
warm, friendly smile and
soft spoken words of en-
couragement many times
brightened the day for one
that was downhearted and
depressed.

For 40 years, she taught
a class in the Marion
Methodist Sunday School.
At that task, as at all oth-
ers to which she set her
hands, she did efficient
work.

Her talents were many
and varied. She possessed
seemingly boundless en-
ergy. She was an excellent
speaker and her under-
standing and comprehen-
sion of the Bible came as a
result of long years of
study of that finest of all
books.

Funeral services were
held at the Marion
Methodist Church. Six of
her nephews, Robert Led-
better, Hickman Moore,
Ed, Guy, Raymond and
Jesse Olive were pallbear-
ers.

***
I’m sure many people

will remember the person
in this next obituary. He
was well known all around
Marion for his bicycle rid-
ing skills. 

Although only a child of
9 years old, I remember so
well sitting in our car on
Main Street with my par-
ents watching for Chester
riding around the streets
doing tricks on his bicycle.
I thought riding with no
hands on the handlebars
was the most dangerous
and exciting thing. And
you can bet that later
when riding my own bicy-
cle at home, I would have
to try that trick. And if I
succeeded, the whole fam-
ily would hear, “Look, I’m
riding just like Chester.” 

Chester Ragsdale was
definitely one of Marion’s
colorful characters of the
past. Here is some history
about those last days.

Oct. 16, 1953
Chester Ragsdale, 61

years of age, was fatally
injured when he was
struck while riding his bi-
cycle at about 9 o’clock
Saturday night, Oct. 10.
He was stuck by an auto-
mobile driven by Coy Stal-
lion of Marion R.F.D. No.
4, on Highway U. S. 60
South, about one-half mile
west of the Marion city
limits at the Marvin

Turner farm.
Chester, who was un-

conscious from being
stuck by the car, was
rushed by ambulance to
Crittenden County Hospi-
tal. He died there about
4:40 p.m. Oct. 15, without
ever having regained con-
sciousness.

Upon examination after
his arrival at the hospital,
he was pronounced to be
suffering from a broken
leg, compound skull frac-
ture, internal injuries and
cuts and bruises, and his
condition was known to be
critical.

This tragic accident is
reported to have happened
in the following manner.
Chester was riding his bi-
cycle on the pavement of
the highway and headed
east toward Marion. Mr.
Stallion was driving his
automobile in the same di-
rection, approaching
Chester to the rear of his
bicycle. A short distance
before coming into sight of

him on the bicycle, Mr.
Stallion was meeting a car
headed in the opposite di-
rection. The lights of the
approaching automobile
momentarily blinded Mr.
Stallion, and when he first
saw Chester on the bicy-
cle, he was too near to
avoid hitting him with his
car. Mr. Stallion is re-
ported to have done his ut-
most to prevent colliding
with Chester and his bicy-
cle, but could not avoid
the accident.

Chester, who was a resi-
dent of the Pleasant Hill
community located about
3 miles east of Marion,
was well known to practi-
cally everyone in Marion.
He was seen daily in town,
and his skill as a bicycle
rider here was almost leg-
endary. The people of Mar-
ion will miss seeing him
daily on the streets.

Chester was the son of
David Wiley and Ida James
Ragsdale. They are buried
in the Pleasant Hill Ceme-

tery.
***

Time went on and for
many years I forgot about
Chester and I never did
know what happened to
him except I never saw
him riding his bicycle on
the streets in town. 

Many years later, when
I began reading the old
archived issues of The
Crittenden Press on mir-
cofilm at the library, I ran
across his obituary and
the article about his death
that someone at The Press
had thoughtfully written.
Once again, those old
memories came flooding
back of Chester riding his
bicycle on the main streets
of Marion. 

(Brenda Underdown is
Crittenden County's histo-
rian and serves on the
board of the historical and
genealogical societies in
the county. She is also ac-
tive in maintaining Critten-
den County Historical
Museum.)

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Miss Nelle Walker, one of Marion’s special ladies, is shown above at her 80th birthday party
on July 17, 1945. The picture was made by J.N. Boston. At right, Chester Ragsdale, Marion’s
legendary bicycle rider, is standing outside the Piney Fork Church. Thanks to Don Cruce for
sharing this wonderful vintage picture of Ragsdale. 
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FOOTBALL
FRIDAY

Rockets v. Braves

at Rocket Stadium

The Series:
Union County
leads the se-
ries 21-6 and
has won 2 of
the last 3

games. The teams are traditional
opponents, but the series was
stopped in 1986 and they didn’t
play again until 2001. From 1964
to ‘86, Union led the series 15-1.
Crittenden vs. Union History
SINCE SERIES RENEWAL
2001 - AWAY - 13-22 - Loss
2002 - HOME - 41-12 - Win
2003 - AWAY - 6-12 - Loss
2004 - HOME - 49-52 - Loss
2005 - AWAY - 46-40 - Win
2006 - HOME - 7-54 - Loss
2007 - AWAY - 42-22 - Win
2008 - HOME - 25-16 - Win
2011 - AWAY - 16-41 - Loss
2012 - HOME - 35-6 - Win

2013 - AWAY - 6-43 - Loss

Coach Carter at Union
Union County is 37-23 since for-
mer Rocket coach Steve Carter
took over at Morganfield. Carter
is a former CCHS offensive coor-
dinator and middle school coach.
If not for the Tigers...
The Braves are 10-4 over the
past two seasons and Caldwell
County owns three of those four
losses. Union was 9-3 last year
after losing twice to Caldwell
County and once to Owensboro
Catholic. This year’s Braves are
1-1 after losing to Caldwell
County 62-27 in the Warrior Bowl
and beating Webster County 50-
20 last week at Morganfield.

Quarterback to Go
Union’s QB Davis Joiner has
completed just 8-of-24 passes
but he’s Union’s second leading
rusher with 125 yards per game.
Dontae Smith leads the team
with a 131-yards-per game aver-
age. Joiner was a top 10 passer
in Kentucky last year and is the
son of a high school All Ameri-
can. His favorite receiver, Chris-
tian Ricketson, is out for the
season with a broken leg.

For More, See the Rocket Blog

Sports at The Press Online

Pre-Game Podcast Thursdays
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The-Press.com
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PREP CALENDAR
Rocket sports events
THURSDAY
Soccer hosts Lyon County
Volleyball at Hopkinsville
FRIDAY
Football hosts Union County
MONDAY
Golf hosts Christian Fellowship
Soccer at Paducah Tilghman
TUESDAY
Soccer at Union County
Volleyball at Livingston Central

HOMECOMING EVENTS
Theme: All American Homecoming

MONDAY
Boys Volleyball, 6:30 p.m., at
Rocket Arena, $2 admission
TUESDAY
Banana Split Eating Contest, 6
p.m., at Dairy Queen
THURSDAY, SEPT. 18
Homecoming Parade on Main
Street, lineup 4 p.m., parade 5
p.m.
Powderpuff, 6:30 p.m., at Rocket
Stadium, $2 admission
FRIDAY, SEPT. 19
Coronation ceremony, 6:30 p.m.,
at Rocket Stadium; Kickoff 7 p.m.;
Post-Game Dance, $3 admission.

SOFTBALL
There will be a co-ed softball

tournament on Saturday, Sept. 27
at Marion-Crittenden County Park.
There is a 6:4 men to women ratio
required. Extra hitters are allowed
so rosters can include 12 players.
Cost is $175 per team. Proceeds
benefit a youth travel basketball
team. For more information or to
register, call Tony Belt at (270)
556-6005.

VOLLEYBALL
Lady Rocket struggles
Crittenden County High School’s

volleyball team continues to strug-
gle. Through its first 11 matches,
CCHS has managed no victories
and only two set wins. The Lady
Rockets lost in straight sets 25-6,
25-5 to University Heights last
Thursday in the Second Region’s
All A Classic.

BASEBALL
Wooden bat old timers
There will be an Old Timers

Wooden Bat Baseball Game at 2
p.m., Sunday at City-County Park.
Proceeds benefit Marion Bobcats
youth baseball team. Cost is $20
per player. You do not have to be
a Crittenden County alumnus to
play. Wooden bats will be avail-
able. Batting practice begins at 1
p.m. Admission is $1.

OUTDOORS
Hunting seasons
Bullfrog May 16 - Oct. 31
Squirrel Aug. 16 - Feb. 28
Dove Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Early Goose Sept. 1-15
Crow Sept. 1 - Nov. 7
Deer Archery Sept. 6 - Jan. 19
Turkey Archery Sept. 6 - Jan. 19
Wood duck, teal Sept. 17-21
Deer Crossbow Oct. 1-19
Turkey Crossbow Oct. 1-19
Raccoon, Opossum Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer Youth Rifle Oct. 11-12
Deer Muzzleloader Oct. 18-19
Turkey Shotgun Oct. 25-31
Deer Rifle Nov. 8-23
Deer Crossbow Nov. 8 - Dec. 31
Turkey Crossbow Nov. 8 - Dec. 31
Squirrel Nov. 10 - Feb. 28
Rabbit Nov. 10 - Feb. 10
Quail Nov. 10 - Feb. 10
Bobcat Nov. 22 - Feb. 28
Dove Nov. 27 - Dec. 7
Turkey Shotgun Dec. 6-12
Deer Muzzleloader Dec. 13-21
Dove Dec. 20 - Jan. 11
Deer Free Youth Dec. 27-28
Crow Jan. 4 - Feb. 28
Groundhog Year Round

CONFERENCE
Pennyrile Athletic Conference
(Standings through Saturday)

FOOTBALL
Team W L
Union County 1 0
Crittenden County 1 0
Webster County 1 1
Hopkins Central 0 1

GIRLS SOCCER
Webster County 2 0
Union County 1 1
Hopkins Central 1 1
Crittenden County 0 2

VOLLEYBALL
Hopkins Central 3 0
Webster County 2 1
Union County 1 2
Crittenden County 0 3

District

command
Lady Rockets

get big jump

in league play
BY KATIE DAVIES

SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Off to their best start in
years, the Lady Rockets
have won three games, in-
cluding an All A Classic
victory, and are in the dri-
ver’s seat of the Fifth Dis-
trict.

Crittenden won 2-1 over
Dawson Springs in the
Class A Tournament last
Saturday. It was the first
time Crittenden has par-
ticipated in the All A Clas-
sic. 

Kali Travis scored both
goals and Mayce Shoul-
ders was strong in the
goal.

CCHS coach Ken Geary
said that if not for a few
missed shots on goal, his
team would have won big-
ger.

“The whole team played
good and each player did
their part,” he said.

RaKara McDowell was
chosen player of the game.

Narrow loss to Central
Crittenden County lost

4-3 to Hopkins Central
last Thursday. 

“The girls had a strong
lead the first half of the
game,” said coach Geary. 

Travis scored two goals
and Niki Shewcraft scored
the other one. Margret

Sitar was the player of the
game, said coach Geary.
She was hit in the head
and had to leave the con-
test for a time. While she
was out, the other team
scored twice. 

District driver’s seat
The Lady Rockets won

their second league game
this year, beating Trigg
County 3-1 last Tuesday,
Sept. 2, and taking the
outright lead in the Fifth
District standings.

It was the club's fourth

time to notch two district
victories in one season
since the program's incep-
tion in 2001.

"RaKara McDowell, an-
chor of our team, led us to
the win," said coach
Geary. 

Travis scored two goals
and Emily Tinsley assisted
Charity Sitar on the other
goal. Coach Geary said
Sitar was chosen player of
the game.

Trigg County scored
once in the second half

but, but keeper Marie
Riley did a great job at de-
fending the goal and pre-
serving the lead, said the
skipper.

The Lady Rockets have a
good shot at perhaps win-
ning the regular-season
league title this year be-
cause Trigg has won just
one match so far, and that
was over Lyon County – a
team CCHS beat several
days ago. Crittenden, Lyon
and Trigg are the only
teams in the Fifth District.

Age and divisional leaders from Friday’s
Glow in the Park 5K and 1K at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park were (front from left)
Kaleb Nesbitt, Brylee Conyer, Jaelyn Dun-
can, Cameron Howard, Daelynn Hardin,
(second row) Jessica Wright, Ali Shew-
craft, Tonia Courtney, Angela Starnes,
Misty Roberts, Sissy Conyer, Carrie Fla-
hardy, Sharon Smith, Vicky Courtney, Ash-
ley Thomas, Stephanie Call, Stacy
Crawford, (back) Chris Evans, Preston
Buzzard, Jason Yates, Dakota Watson,
Chad Bell, Josh Freeman, Jesse Belt,
Brandi Rogers, Jerry McDonald, Curtis
Brown, Dylan Hicks and Nicolas Green-
well. Proceeds from the event, which drew
almost 150 entries, benefit the Lady Rock-
ets basketball team.

CCMS Rockets win
first 3 this season
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Middle
School’s football team is off to
its best start in years. The
Rockets have won three
straight and will host South
Hopkins on Tuesday.

CCMS opened the season
with early wins over Massac
County, Ill., and Reidland,
then beat Union County last
Thursday to complete a per-
fect start.

The Rocket boys played at
Webster County Tuesday,
but results were not available
at press time.

In the 14-0 victory over
Union County, quarterback
Hunter Boone threw a touch-
down pass to Payton Riley
and Branen Lamey rushed
for another last Thursday at

Rocket Stadium.
Lamey scored on a four-

yard run and Boone con-
nected with Riley on an
18-yard scoring strike. Boone
also threw a conversion pass
to Ethan Dossett to cap the
scoring.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING: Dickerson 6-23, Nesbitt 9-
57, Lamey 3-20, Dossett 4-13, Boone
2-8.
PASSING: Boone 4-46.
RECEIVING: Riley 1-18, Dossett 2-48,
Dickerson 1-3.
DEFENSE: Lamprecht 2 solos, 2 as-
sists; Dickerson 2 solos, 3 assists,
caused fumble; Jackson assist; Riley
2 solos, 2 assists, fumble recovery;
O'Leary 3 assists; Joyce 4 assists;
Jones 2 solos, assist; Boone 2 assists;
Nesbitt 2 solos, 2 assists, interception;
Lamey solo, assist; Dossett solo, as-
sist.

PHOTO BY SHEILA TRUITT

Ethan Dossett (31) catches a pass from quarterback Hunter Boone while a Union County
defender and teammate Mitchell Joyce run routes in the background. See more photo-
graphs from middle school action at the-press.com/sports.

Crittenden County’s golf team
struggled during last weekend’s All
A Classic State Golf Tournament at
Eagles Nest Golf Course near Som-
erset.

The boys finished 14th out of 16
teams that had qualified for the
tournament. Colby Watson’s 86 led
the Rockets and he finished 56th
behind the top golfer, Newport
Central Catholic’s Drew McDonald,

who fired a 2-under-par 70.
Seventh-grader Lauren Gilchrist

was 46th overall in the girls’ Class
A tournament at Woodson Bend
Resort Golf Course at Somerset.
She fired a 105 on 18 holes.

“Things didn’t go as well as we
had hoped,” coach Vicki Hatfield
said. However, the coach said sim-
ply qualifying for the state events
was a grand accomplishment.

5K Run with Obstacles

Friday at City-County Park
Runner Time

Jesse Belt ..............21:55
Dylan Hicks............22:12
Dakota Watson ......22:42
Nicolas Greenwell ..23:53
Jacob Greenwell ....25:55
Preston Buzzard ....26:14
Josh Freeman........26:25
Chris Evans ...........26:28
Curtis Brown ..........26:55
Jayden Carlson......28:07
Jerry McDonald......28:50
Cody Belt ...............28:58

Payton Riley...........28:59
Stacy Crawford ......29:05
Stephanie Call .......29:07
Angela Starnes ......29:09
Denis Hodge ..........29:10
Jessica Wright........29:11
Carrie Flahardy ......29:35
Cameron Howard...30:35
Maddox Carlson.....30:52
Tonia Courtney.......30:54
Misty Roberts.........31:51
Matthew Gilland .....31:53
Daelynn Hardin ......31:53
Brandi Rogers........32:03
Ashley Thomas ......32:11
Ali Shewcraft..........32:19

Vicky Courtney.......32:31
Asher Tabor ...........32:46
Trinity Tabor ...........32.51
Kristen Cates .........32:53
Sharon Smith .........32:57
Chad Bell ...............33:17
Viki Carlson............33:55
Noah Dickerson .....34:53
Jake Ellington ........34:53
Travis Fitzgerald ....34:55
Adam Beavers .......34:55
Seth Birdwell..........34:57
Tony Hood..............34:57
Gary McConnell .....35:00
Dylan Hollis............35:00
Landon Brooks.......35:02

Gavin Dickerson ....35:02
Sharon Darnell .......36:29
Jaelyn Duncan .......36:53
Lathen Easley ........37:31
Sissy Conyer..........37:37
Sarah Hardin..........37:38
Kristen Belt ............38:28
Riley Gobin ............38:54
Benjamin Evans.....39:00
Michelle Mills .........39:24
Ryan Newberry ......39:45
Marley McDaniel ....40:03
Serena Dickerson ..40:04
Summer Riley ........40:24
Mary Beth Gobin....41:01
Melissa Quertermous ...41:22

Jason Yates ...........42:07
Jessica Starnes .....42:08
Robin Curnel..........42:48
Barkley Hughes .....43:04
Mark Gilland...........43:20
Briley Brown...........43:21
Averie Clark ...........43:23
Dianna Clark ..........43:24
Cheyanne Warriner43:41
April Reed ..............43:44
Rheanda Dunn.......44:22
Michelle Reddick....44:23
Jennifer Stinnett.....45:33
Amanda Alvis .........45:34
Jamie Brown ..........46:17
Christie Hughes .....46:27

Todd Riley ..............46:53
Rosa Gilland ..........46:55
Renea Yates ..........47:16
Ethan Shaffer .........47:19
Skyler James .........47:21
Daphenia Downs ...49:37
Madison Conger ....49:38
Brandi Simpkins.....49:39
Regina Holt ............49:40
Rayann Coleman ...49:41
Daphne James.......49:42
Shelley Gobin ........49:49
Gina Brown ............50:26
Lila Edmonson .......51:11
Toyia Redd.............51:12
Courtni Conger ......51:22

Meredith Conger ....51:22
Amy Dunn ..............51:23
Jessica Orange......51:24
Kay Winters ...........55:25
Kim West ...............55:26
Veronica Herrington.55:45
Candi Edwards ......55:46
Amy McKim............58:18
Cayden Hopwood ..58:18
Marcy Hopwood.....58:22
Bonnie McKim........58:24
Brooklyn Hopwood.58:24
Katrina Lynch .........58:26
Cheri Gregory ........60:27
Chelsea Goodwin ....60:27
Tiffany Stewart .......60:45

GLOW IN THE PARK 5K RESULTS

86 91 94 105 112 117

Colby Cameron Cole Lauren Reid Will

Watson McDaniel Foster Gilchrist Baker Tolley

ALL A CLASSIC STATE TOURNAMENT

Rockets struggle in state tournament

PHOTO BY MEREDITH EVANS

Charity Sitar fights for control of the ball during a recent high school soccer match at
Marion-Crittenden County Park.
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Fifth- and sixth-grade cheerleaders for the Crittenden County Junior Pro football league are
(front from left) Harli Morris, Mary Perryman, Hannah Faughn, Hadlee Rich, Ryleigh Tabor, Mal-
lory Lynn; (middle) Ashlyn Hicks, Savannah Esquivias, Morgan Johnson, Raina West, Emma
Williams, Aliyah Frutiger, Callie Brown; (back) Kenlee McDaniel, Kate Keller, Taylor Stoner,
Cameron Howard, Allie Geary, Charity Conger, Jaelyn Duncan and Laurel Brown.

Third- and fourth-grade cheerleaders for the Crittenden County Junior Pro football league are
(front from left) Allyson Bradham, Reese McWorthy, Carly Travis, Kiley Croft, Genesis Calderon,
Jaylin Tapp, Lexi Wesmolan; (middle) Karsen Shouse, Hannah Long, Laken Hunt, Jaylee Cham-
pion, Lyli Wesmolan, Raven Hayes, Natalee Buchanan, Rylee Remus; (back) Sydney Harkins,
Madalyn Schiller, Addie Hatfield, Hannah Baker, Callie Dempsey, Jenna Newland, Brilee Chit-
tendon and Kaydinz Tinsley.

B teamers post

shutout victory
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County’s Junior Pro
football teams made it a clean
sweep on opening day Sunday,
beating Sturgis in three games at
Rocket Stadium.

Crittenden’s fifth- and sixth-
grade team beat the Chiefs 14-6
in a defensive struggle. The ad-
vantage might have been much
greater had the young Rockets
taken better care of the football.
Crittenden lost three fumbles dur-
ing the matchup, including one
near the red zone.

The win gives Crittenden a
strong edge in the West Kentucky
Junior Pro Football League as
Sturgis was considered the Rock-
ets’ toughest foe in their quest to
win the division’s championship.

Caden McCalister led the offen-
sive charge with 128 yards on 19
carries. He scored the team’s first
touchdown with 2:48 left in the
opening period. However, Sturgis
tied the game at six when Steven
Little scored on the ensuing series
with a 68-yard run.

The game remained tied until
late in the third quarter when
Mott broke loose on a couple of
good gainers to get the team in
scoring position. He finished the
drive with a seven-yard touch-
down and McCalister barreled
into the end zone for the two-pont
conversion.

Crittenden’s defense held the
line from there as sixth-grader La-
then Easley was the day’s top
stopper, finishing with 13 tackles.
Lineman Ben Evans had eight
tackles, including one for loss,
and nose guard Tyler Boone had
six tackles, half of them behind
the line of scrimmage. The Rocket

defense allowed just four Sturgis
first downs during the entire game
while Crittenden piled up a dozen
on long drives.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Fifth & Sixth Graders

RUSHING: McCalister 19-128, Mott

11-58, Xander Tabor 9-43, Trace Der-

rington 2-19, Luke Crider 1-3.

PASSING: Mott 0-1-0.

TACKLES: Easley 13, Evans 8 (1

TFL), Boone 6 (3 TFL), Tabor 5, Mott

5, Tyler Pigg 5, Ben Dobyns 4, Ian

Ellington 4, Brandon Hunt 3, McCal-

ister 3, Chase Stevens 3.

Tailback Jack Reddick had two
touchdowns as Crittenden domi-
nated the third- and fourth-grade
game 30-8. Sturgis didn’t score
until the last seconds of the con-
test, barely avoiding the shutout.

Quarterback Seth Guess and
running back Preston Morgeson
also scored touchdowns in the
game. Caden Riley scored on a
couple of conversion runs and
Reddick added a two-point carry,
too.

The Rockets won the third- and
fourth-grade B game as well,
blanking Sturgis 14-0.

Tyler Belt and Micah Newcom
scored touchdowns and Newcom
tacked on one two-point conver-
sion carry.

Defensively, the young Rockets
were led by Turner Sharp with
four solo tackles and Hurst
Miniard, who had two quarter-
back sacks.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Third & Fourth Graders

RUSHING: Guess 2-8, Reddick 12-

110, Morgeson 8-105, Riley 5-43.

TACKLES: Morgeson 3, caused fum-

ble; Riley 1, Reddick 2, Guess 1, Seth

Blackburn 1, Case Gobin 2 (sack and

TFL), fumble recovery; Kaleb Nesbitt

1, Peyton Williams 1, Preston Sisco 3

(TFL), Miniard 1 (TFL), fumble recov-

ery; Tyler Belt 1, Briley Berry 2, Levi

Piper 1.

Junior Pro Rockets sweep
Sturgis in season openers

PHOTOS BY MEREDITH EVANS

Sixth-grader Lathan Easley (48)
gets a leg up on Sturgis runner
Kaleb Kanipe. Easley led the Rock-
ets with 13 tackles.

Sixth-grader Caden McCalister (top) covers the ball well as he rounds the cor-
ner for some of his team-high 128 yards. Above, fourth-grader Jack Reddick
looks for running room on the edge. He scored twice for the Rockets.

SATURDAY’S JR PRO KICKOFFS

Game times for Saturday’s Junior Pro

football games at Rocket Stadium have

been adjusted from the originally an-

nounced starts. The B team will open

play against Webster County at 3 p.m.

The third- and fourth- game will be at 4

p.m., and the fifth- and sixth-grade game

will start at 6 p.m.

-----------------------------------------------------



  for sale
2011 Tracker 12 ft. Jon Boat,
Minnkota 30 lb. thrust trolling
motor bought with boat, Karavan
trailer. $700. (270) 704-5111. (1t-
11-p)
Glider and glider chair, nothing
missing, needs painting, $75. Call
Emily Shelby, (270) 965-3486. (tfc)
Glider cover (lined) and glider
chair cover (lined), $50. Call Emily
Shelby, (270) 965-3486. (tfc)
Stop scratching and gnawing. Pro-
mote healing and hair growth.
Stamp out Itchamacallits! Sham-
poo with Happy Jack® Itch No
More, apply Skin Balm®, add
Tonekote® to diet. Akridge Farm
Supply (270) 545-3332. www.hap-
pyjackinc.com. (4t-13-p)
Quality handmade leather belts.
Made in the U.S.A. by Yoder's
Saddlery. Available at Marion Feed
Mill, 501 E. Bellville St., Marion.
(270) 965-2252. (tfc)ys

for rent
1BR, 2 BR and 3 BR mobile
homes, furnished, garbage pickup,
all appliances, deposit and refer-
ences required. (270) 704-0877.
(2t-12-p)
3 BR, 1 bath mobile home. In
country, everything furnished be-
sides washer/dryer. $350 month.
(270) 969-0965. (4t-13-p)
Creekside Apartments is taking
applications for 1, 2 and 3 BR
apartments. Within walking dis-
tance to grocery store, pharmacy,
restaurant and dollar stores. Laun-
dry room on-site. Call (270) 965-
5000 or come to the office Monday
- Friday mornings. Equal Housing
Opportunity. (tfc)

mobile homes
1992 mobile home for sale, 14x60,
2 BR, 1 bath. Great condition.
Must be moved. $8,000. More de-
tails, call (270) 969-0965. (4t-13-p)

wanted
Vendors wanted for the Shoppe
Next Door, Oct. 18, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
at CCMS multi-purpose room.
Company representatives, i.e.
Pampered Chef, home and small
business and organizations. No
flea market items. Sponsored by
Extension Homemakers. Call
(270) 965-5236. (2t-11-c) 
Buying Indian arrowheads and ar-
tifacts, especially interested in
pipe, pottery and bannerstones.
Single pieces to entire collections.
(812) 686-3865. (52t-29/15-p)

yard sales
Tolu Community Center is a hav-
ing a huge yard sale, Sat., 7 a.m.-
4 p.m., some items include
hospital bed, old wooden rocker,
futon, metal kitchen cabinet, chest
and dresser, boy’s bike, lots of
clothing, men’s, women’s, chil-
dren’s, all seasons and all sizes,
household items, décor, exercise
bike and lots more, too much to list
all. All proceeds to go the Tolu
Community Center. (1t-11-c)
Garage sale, Fri., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 65
Penn Dr. (1t-11-p)
Yard sale, Sat., 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at
324 Collins Rd., Marion. Desk,
what-nots, baby toys, clothes,
books, smoker and more. No early
sales. (1t-11-p)
Yard sale, Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., .3
miles from Marion on U.S. 60
West. Purses, ladies shoes, jew-
elry, teapots, misc. Not responsible
for accidents. (1t-11-p)
Yard sale-Clearance sale, bottom
of Moore Hill, 4516 U.S. 60 West.,
Fri. & Sat., 8 a.m.-?, housewares,
linens, knick-knacks, bedding, too
much to list. (1t-11-p)
Multi-family yard sale, Sat., 8 a.m.-
?, Holland Medical parking lot, 707
South Main St., Marion. Clothes of
all sizes, children to plus size for
boys, girls, men and women. (1t-
11-p)

animals
Free to good home, black lab, 1
year old, great with kids. (270)
704-6420. (1t-nc)

lost
Small yellow female dog in Piney
Fork Church area. Call Charlie
Cruce, (270) 365-3474. (1t-11-p)

employment
Commissary representative – full-
time: Keefe Group, a leader in the
prison commissary supply indus-
try, seeks FT Commissary Repre-
sentative servicing Kentucky State
Penitentiary in Eddyville, Ky. Du-
ties: Hand-deliver store purchases
to inmates/vending. Must pass se-
curity/background/drug clearance
& lift at least 55 lbs. Pay: $11/per
hour, plus benefits.  Please apply
online at: www.centricgroup.com.
EOE M/F/DV. (1t-11-p)
Waitresses needed at Brenda’s
Kitchen in Fredonia. Apply in per-
son. No phone calls please. (1t-11-
c)
River’s Bend is currently seeking a
CNA on midnights, 10 p.m.-6 a.m.
We have competitive wages, ben-
efits and good shift differentials. If
you are interested in joining our
team please contact Kim Shoul-
ders at 300 Beech St., Kuttawa,
Ky. or (270) 388-2868, ext 212. (1t-
11-c)

services
Bingham Pressure Washing and
Services. We wash houses,
garages, vinyl fencing, busi-
nesses, patios, sidewalks and
decks. Call Kevin at (270) 704-
2585. (1t-11-p)

automotive
1995 Dodge Ram 1500 4WD,
Auto., SWB, V8, 5.9 liter, red,
$2,900 obo. Call anytime (270)
965-2004. (1t-11-c)dl

notices
Public Notice

Notice to all sportsmen: All proper-
ties known as Wanda Pauline or
Beverly Herrin, LLC that are under
the management of Don Herrin are
closed to hunting of all types, fish-
ing and trespassing. This is due to
an excessive reduction in wildlife
and unknown trespassing. Written
permission from Don Herrin is re-

quired from any individual who
may have business reasons to be
on said property. (2t-11-c)dh

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given that on Sep-
tember 3, 2014, Lisa Rich of 587 Lilly
Dale Rd., Marion, Ky 42064 was ap-
pointed Administratrix of Robert
Rich, Jr., deceased, whose address
was 587 Lilly Dale Road, Marion, Ky.
42064. Hon. Robert Frazer, P.O. Box
361, Marion, Ky. 42064, attorney. All
persons having claims against said
estate are hereby notified to present
the same properly proven as re-
quired by law to the administratrix
before the 3rd day of March, 2015
and all claims not so proven and pre-
sented by that date shall be forever
barred.  All persons indebted to the
estate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle said
debts immediately. 

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk. (1t-11-c)

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given that on Sep-
tember 3, 2014, Cynthia Gale Wise
of 194 Ross Road, Murray, Ky.
42071 was appointed Executrix with
will annexed of Bobby L. Williamson
whose address was 897 Ky. 838
West, Marion, Ky. 42064. Hon. Lin-
dell Choat, P.O. Box 890, Eddyville,
Ky. 42038, attorney. All persons hav-
ing claims against said estate are
hereby notified to present the same
properly proven as required by law
to the Executrix with will annexed on
or before the 3rd day of March, 2015
and all claims not so proven and pre-
sented by that date shall be forever
barred.  All persons indebted to the
estate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle said
debts immediately. 

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk. (1t-11-c)

statewide
ADULT
Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now!
Call Livelinks. Try it FREE. Call
now. 1-888-979-2264.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BEEF BASH 2014 - Premier Beef
Field Day. Top beef speakers, ex-
hibits, activities, visit with other
beef cattle producers.
http://www.facebook.com/Ky-
BeefIRM. Thursday September 25,
9:00 AM, University of Kentucky
Research and Education Center,
Princeton, KY.
EDUCATIONAL TRAINING
AIRLINES CAREERS - Get FAA
certified Aviation Maintenance
training. Financial aid if qualified -
Job placement assistance. CALL
now. Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-207-2053.
FARM/LIVESTOCK
OUR SPORTSMEN will Pay Top
$$$ To Hunt Your Land. Call for a
Free Base Camp Leasing info
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
HEALTH SERVICES
ATTENTION: VIAGRA and CIALIS
Users! A cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 FREE Shipping! 100
Percent Guaranteed. Call Now: 1-
800-490-2790.
HELP WANTED
COLONIAL LIFE is seeking B2B
sales reps. Commissions average
$56K+/yr. Training & leads. Sales
experience required, LA&H license
preferred. Call Mallory Mayhall
(502) 272-9670.
SERVICES
DISH TV RETAILER. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & High
Speed Internet starting at $14.95/
month (where available.) SAVE!
Ask About SAME DAY Installation!
Call Now! 1-800-982-4176.
TRUCK DRIVERS HELP
WANTED
OUR CDL-A DRIVERS are home

often! Dry vans/reefer. No-touch
freight. Pro-Driver. Pro-Family.
Passenger and pet friendly. Refer-
ral bonus. Summitt Trucking 866-
333-5333  www.summitt.com
APPLY NOW! CDL Drivers in High
Demand! Get you CDL Training in
16 days at Truck America Training
and go to work! State WIA Grants
and VA Accepted. Tuition Financ-
ing Available. 1st yr. avg. $38 -
$40,000 per ATA (502)955-6388 or
(866)244-3644.
BIG G EXPRESS - NEW LOCA-
TION in Jeffersonville, IN. Big G is
looking to add 20 drivers in Jeffer-
sonville. •Starting pay up to $.40
cpm for OTR •Extra pay for dis-
patches under 300 miles •Direct
deposit •EZPass/PrePass •APU's
with 1800 watt inverters & much
more. Go online at www.biggex-
press.com or call 1-800-684-9140
ext.2
DRIVERS SHORT HAUL & re-
gional tractor/trailer jobs: start
now! Top pay! Paid holidays, paid
vacations, guaranteed hometime,
great benefits, Class A CDL.
877/261-2101. www.schilli.com
16 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for Werner Enter-
prises! Earn $750 per week! NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Local
CDL training gets you job ready in
ASAP! 1-877-243-1812.
AVERITT EXPRESS New Pay In-
crease For Regional Drivers! 40 to
46 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Also, Post-
Training Pay Increase for Stu-
dents! (Depending on Domicile)
Get Home EVERY Week + Excel-
lent Benefits. CDL-A req. 888-602-
7440. Apply @ AverittCareers.com
Equal Opportunity Employer - Fe-
males, minorities, protected veter-
ans, and individuals with
disabilities are encouraged to
apply.

Classifieds The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden Press
125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • 965.3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6

for one week, with a 10-cent charge for
each word over the initial 20. Run the
same ad for consecutive issues for only
$3 each week. Now, all regular classified
ads are placed on our Web site,
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one mil-

lion readers with one call! Contact the
classified department for more informa-
tion about placing a 25-word classified in
70 newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press

Inc., to fully comply with the Fair Housing
Act and to never knowingly publish ad-
vertisements that discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, disability or family status. If you
believe an advertisement published in this
newspaper is discriminatory, please con-
tact the publisher immediately at
965.3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on

this page are within the 270 area code
unless otherwise noted.
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270-704-0530
270-994-3143

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY
308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064

(270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER DARRIN TABOR

270-704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

HOMES
• Wonderful home on golf course with attached garage and detached garage,
don't miss this. Only $179,900 home is like new

• Remodeled house and large lot in town, walk to courthouse, 3 bed, 2 bath 
313 East Bellville St. $79,900

• Large 3 bed 1 bath on 1.6 + - ac. In town close to everything, 117 West 
Central Ave. $59,900.

• Mobile home with 2 car detached garage. 235 Old Shady Grove Rd. $33,500
• 3 br, 2 bath w/ 3 car garage on 3+- acres at 4165 U.S. 60 West, built in ’08, 
all appliances stay. $99,000.

• U.S. 60 E. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath w/ shop and newly remodeled. $49,900.
• 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home built in 2003. New central unit. This house still looks 
new. Ideal for starting out or slowing down. Very little maintenance here $88,900.

• 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath brick home, appliances stay on 1 +/- acre. Located on 
U.S. Hwy. 60 2 miles west of Salem, KY $79,900

• Walk to school, great town home 3 bed 2 bath with large rooms and fenced
back yard and detached garage $74,900 hm.

• Buy the shop and give your wife the house 1.5 +or- ac. with 3 bed 1 bath 
home 48x48 foot shop concrete floor elc. & insulation. This property is rare. 
$129,900 ps.

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Corner Lot, Appliances Stay. Located at 602 Travis 
Street, Marion, KY. $29,900

LOTS
•  12 acres just outside Marion off us 641 South.
• 2 Lots 1+/- Acre Located at 310 Cherry Street Marion, KY. $4,900
• 0.35+/- Acre Located At 229 N Weldon Street Marion, KY. $3,500
• Great Lots for Business or Home, Pick one or all Four. Within City Limits, 
starting at $5,000 for one, or $29,800 for all.

List with Homestead Today!

GOING

GOING

REDUCED

Storage Unit Open 10/30 $125.00 a Month

Beautiful 3 or 4 bedrooms with 2.5 baths, open floor plan with 
Jack & Jill  baths for kids, detached 30 x 50 shop.  Zion Cemetery Rd.

$194,900.00

Help Wanted
GOOD OPPORTUNITY 
FULL-TIME FOR 

INDUSTRIUS WORKER
AT LOCAL COMPANY
• BENEFITS AVAILABLE

• WILL TRAIN
• MANUAL LABOR
Send Resume To:
P.O. BOX 108

MARION, KY 42064

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. Apartments immediately available.

DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

RB BRICKLAYING
Bricks • Blocks • Stone

35 Years Experience / Free Estimates
Call Ray at (270) 365-3240

3841 US Hwy. 60 West, Marion, KY 42064
Large & Small Animal Medicine & Surgery

270-965-2257
24-Hour Emergency Service 270-965-2777

Thomas G. Shemwell 
D.V.M.  



unfunded mandates are put
in place.

The increase of 1.7 cents
on each $100 of assessed
property value is expected to
generate $134,577 additional
revenue over last year. Ac-
cording to Cook, the board’s
chairman, that money will
help pay for:

- $51,000 of new
English/language arts text-
books.

- $15,000 in additional
costs for school nurses.

- $62,000 for increased
school bus payments to re-
place an aging fleet.

There is also an unbud-
geted $17,251 payment this
year to the defunct Kentucky
School Boards Insurance
Trust for a workers compen-
sation bill.

While board members said
those numbers are an illus-
tration of the need for more
cash, law mandates that a
small part of the new revenue
must go toward the district’s
building fund.

Phyllis Orr and Bill As-
bridge voted in opposition to
the tax increase.

Orr, who said she made up
her mind on how to vote after
hearing the opinions ex-
pressed at last Thursday’s
forum, added that she would
like to have seen the compen-
sating rate taken, which
would have produced about
the same revenue as last year.

“I just can’t vote for the 4
percent,” she said.

Meantime, in casting his
no vote, Asbridge said he be-
lieves the public could benefit
from greater access to infor-
mation on the district’s fi-
nances before any new tax
rate is voted upon.

“We need to put more out
there for the public,” he said.
“I would suggest a better ex-
planation to make the county
understand where the cuts
are made and where the
money is going.”

Asbridge said he would like
to have seen the board take
the compensating rate or split
the difference at a 2 percent
bump.

“It’s a tough spot to be in,”
said Superintendent of
Schools Vince Clark of the

need to raise taxes. “We have
an obligation to our 1,300
students as well as the com-
munity, (but) an investment
in our school and students is
an investment in our commu-
nity.”

About a dozen members
from the community at large
attended the tax hearing, with
several expressing their opin-
ion before the votes were cast
by the elected board.

“I, for one, cannot stand
another tax hike,” said Linnie
Tinsley. “My budget is so
tight, I can’t afford to squeeze
another dollar.”

Shelby Collins agreed,
adding that she and her hus-
band Harold will be paying
more taxes on their home as
well as multiple rental proper-
ties. To that end, Harold said
he’s fed up with paying more
taxes every time he turns
around.

“There’s got to be a limit to
it,” he told the board. “You
can’t just tax, tax, tax. I’m
tired of giving.”

“They’re not thinking of the
kids,” Shelby said of the
board. “The schools need to
be on a budget because the
people with kids are on a
budget.”

Wayne Travis also objected

to the tax increase, spending
several minutes emphasizing
the need for more trans-
parency in the budgeting
process.

“Is there some way this can
be a little more transparent?”
he asked. “Most of us compre-
hend the bind you’re in, but I
need to know I’m not being
taxed (to pay) for a luncheon
or things that aren’t needed.”

Clark said he apologizes to
anyone who believes the
school district is trying to hide
its financial operations. Belt,
meantime, pointed to the fact
that each month’s board
meetings and working ses-
sions are open to the public
and that anyone with ques-
tions about the budget or any
issue is free to approach
board members or adminis-
trators.

“I pledge to be more trans-
parent,”  Clark said.

In fact, Clark points out in
a special report to the public
(shown above) the different
ways the district will strive to
be more open with its finan-
cial activities.

The new tax rates for 2014
for the school district are 47.8
cents per $100 of assessed
value on real and personal
property.

STAFF REPORT

This one is almost too
humorous to believe.

Four alleged criminals
knocked on a door in rural
Crittenden County to get
some help when their trailer
loaded with stolen goods
broke down early one morn-
ing last week.

The problem for them
was the man who came to
the door saw the loot and
realized it was his – or his
employer's, to be exact. 

Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry New-
com was pretty certain the
heavy H-beams loaded onto
a small tandem trailer be-
longed to the citizens of
Crittenden County. 

"It looked like the steel
beams we'd taken out of the
bridge on Turkey Knob
Road," Newcom said.

The steel was being
stored at the old city dump
where the county keeps
some of its materials. The

beams were going to be
used later on another proj-
ect. The material allegedly
stolen was worth more than
$4,000.

Police think three local
men and one woman had
hastily loaded the steel onto
a utility trailer and were try-
ing to get to Illinois with the
cargo at about 7 a.m. Sept.
2 when the trailer came
loose from the four-door
Ford dually pickup that was
pulling it on Ky. 654 North.
Apparently, the trailer,
which police think may also
have been stolen, had a
larger hitch and didn't fit
the ball on the pickup. Plus,
investigators say, it was
badly overloaded with more
than 7 tons of steel.

Newcom said he tried to
delay the alleged thieves but
also knew he needed to get

to town in order to verify it
was the county's steel. Once
that determination was
made, he notified Kentucky
State Police, the sheriff's de-
partment and the Cave In
Rock Ferry operator.

Shortly after 8 a.m.,
Trooper First Class Darron
Holliman placed four indi-
viduals under arrest after
finding them in possession
of the materials while wait-
ing for the ferry on the Ken-
tucky side of the Ohio River.

Charged with felony re-
ceiving stolen property were
Deanalan D. Stormoen,
Derrick T. Walton, Carrie A.
Cowsert and James E. Todd
Jr. Todd was also charged
with improper equipment, a
traffic violation.

All four were arraigned
last week in Crittenden Dis-
trict Court.
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DryerWasher

$37999  

lMPORTANT DETAILS: Not responsible for typographical or photographical errors. Actual items may be similar, but not identical to photos. We reserve the right to limit sale product. All previous sales and our Low Price Guarantee do not apply to this sale or these offers. *Free 
Financing requires approved credit and a minimum purchase. “FREE” and/or “SPECIAL” offers cannot be combined with other “FREE” or“SPECIAL” offers. All advertised quantities are limited - one per customer, please. Prices and promotions may differ from store to store. 

Scratch and Dent, Sale & Clearance items. Sale limited to in-stock and select merchandise only. No discounts on special orders. 20% down payment required for “Special Orders” on furniture. Basic delivery includes delivery in-box-uncrate to inspect for damage only. This does 
not include setting up the unit or hook-up. Clearance items have full warranty - no returns on Clearance merchandise. Some “additional savings” are in the form of mail-in rebates. See store for details. Delivery and hook-up includes local area, connecting your TV to existing 
equipment and free HT system only.

WAC & Min Purchase - see store for details

Sectional & Storage Ottoman $48/mo.

Reclining Sofa & Loveseat $46/mo.

Actual product colors may vary from photos.

Reclining Sofa & Loveseat  $29/mo.

Reclining Sofa 
$28/mo.

Up To forty eight 
Months Free 
Financing!

Actual product colors may vary from photos.

SAV
E

NEW
!

ONLY 
$6350/mo.

*Monthly payments based on sale price of goods 
displayed. Not including sales tax, warranty, 

accessories, or related items.

$6250/mo.

Incredibly Vivid Colors
& Picture Details

• RE-SANDED 
• HARDWOOD FLOORS 
• NEWLY PAINTED 
• AUDITORIUM 
• STAGE RESTORATION 
• & CURTAIN 
• BATHROOM UPGRADES

Fohs 
Hall

& ELEGANTHISTORIC

Fohs 
Hall

Marion’s most historic landmark has undergone 
major renovations to make it the premiere 

special event and reception venue in the region.

*Rental rates for 2014:
Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Upstairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Nunn Room (parlor) . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Wedding 
Receptions 

•••Banquets
•••Anniversary & 

Birthday Parties
•••Organizational 

Meetings

Built in 1926, Fohs Hall is 
Marion’s most recognizable landmark.

Handicap
accessible

*Does not include extra fees for set ups, food surcharges, etc.

For further information call Shyral Estes at 704-1068. 
You can also e-mail shyralestes@yahoo.com.

Ad paid for by Marion Tourism Commission

Alleged thieves pick wrong
house to ask for assistance

TAX
Continued from Page 1A

By VINCE CLARK
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

I want to take a moment, on
behalf of Crittenden County
School District, to reflect on the
input that we received
from our citizens in a
tax forum on Aug. 28
and a tax hearing last
Thursday. As a result
of the public input we
gathered, our district
will:

- Make an effort to
provide more trans-
parency on how rev-
enue is collected and
expended.

- Modify  the class supply
list that families are expected
to purchase at the beginning of
the school year.

- Dedicate time at each
board of education working
session to review our budget-
ing process.

- Post our monthly budget
expenditures on our district
website.

- Post our monthly Budget-
ing 101 PowerPoint training on
the district website.

In the spirit of in-
creased transparency,
the additional revenue
generated by the new
tax rate locally will help
offset costs involved in
upgrading our student
transportation, pur-
chasing English/lan-
guage arts textbooks,
upgrading technology
and covering in-
creased operational

expenses.
We take very seriously the

education we provide our stu-
dents and how we manage
revenue to generate opportu-
nities for our students.  We are
grateful for the continued sup-
port to our school district.

Clark

Superintendent: District
pledges more transparency



By MATTHEW PERRONE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – Millions of
families are beginning to grapple
with the one major health ex-
pense for which most Americans
are not insured: long-term care.

About 10 million seniors cur-
rently rely on others for daily
care, such as help getting
dressed, preparing meals or tak-
ing medication. That number will
only increase as more of the na-
tion's 78 million baby boomers
enter old age. Nearly 7 in 10 peo-
ple will need some form of long-
term care after turning 65,
according to the Georgetown
University Public Policy Institute.

"Nobody wants to go to a
nursing home, it's the last resort,"
says James Firman, president of
the National Council on Aging.
"People want to stay in their own
home, and if they can't, they
want to go to a place where they

can get assistance but that still
feels homelike."

Nursing homes are the most

intensive form of long-term care,
including round-the-clock med-
ical supervision. That level of

care comes with a steep price
tag: the average cost of a semi-
private room last year was
$81,000, according to a survey
by insurance provider MetLife. A
private room ran more than
$90,500.

Fortunately most seniors
won't require extended nursing
home care. Only 5 percent will
need five years or more in a
nursing home.

Less intensive alternatives in-
clude home-care services that
offer help with meals and house-
hold chores, and boarding
houses where a small number of
seniors live with on-site caretak-
ers. But like nursing homes,
these services aren't covered by
Medicare, the government's
health care plan for seniors, or
private health insurance.

"The issue is that these are
long-term costs and almost all of
it comes out of pocket," says

John Migliaccio, director of re-
search for Metlife's Mature Mar-
ket Institute. "It's important to
have some idea about what it will
cost dad, mom or your husband
to get the care they need."

Insurance policies for long-
term care are available, but only
about 5 percent of U.S. adults
have them. Most families don't
plan for long-term care because
often the need comes unexpect-
edly: an elder takes a bad fall or
suffers a stroke. Cost is another
issue, because policies can run
$1,000 to $8,000 a year, depend-
ing on the seniors' age, health
and other factors.

"The people who can really
afford long-term care insurance
often have enough fixed income
that they don't really need it,"
says Bradley Frigon, vice presi-
dent of the National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys.

Groups like the National As-

sociation for Professional Geri-
atric Care Managers recommend
that families discuss various op-
tions for long-term care and how
to pay for them — before they
become necessary.

"Once you're already sick
that's not the time to start chang-
ing doctors, moving to a new
place and depending on your
kids," says Bunni Dybins, a sen-
ior care adviser with LivHome in
Los Angeles.

Here's a quick look at some
senior care services to consider:

- Medical alert systems: Per-
haps the cheapest and least in-
trusive option, seniors can use
medical alert systems to get as-
sistance in the event of an emer-
gency. Services like Philips
Lifeline and Life Alert consist of a
necklace or wristband with an
emergency button. When

SENIOR CARE - HELPING OLDER ADULTS WITH LIFE’S CHALLENGES!
A Program Sponsored by

Livingston Hospital Senior Care
Aging is a natural process of life. But how do we know the difference between natural aging and
something more? For many older adults, the “Golden Years” is a period marked by loneliness,
confusion and dispair. When the mental well-being of our senior clients is in doubt, the staff at
Livingston Hospital Senior Care can provide the answers you need.

If you or a loved one is struggling with life problems such as anxiety, grief or depression, it may
be time to seek professional help.

Confidential at ALL times!
Group, Individual and Family 
Sessions Available.

You may call 988-2675 to request 
a FREE assessment. A doctor’s 
referral is not necessary. Anyone 
can refer a person in need.

Senior Living
The Crittenden Press
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By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

MARION – Playing pool has
always been a popular activity
at the Crittenden County Senior
Center. And it isn’t just the gen-
tlemen who enjoy it. Ladies from
the community also delight in a
competitive game of pool along-
side their spouses and peers. 

C.L. and Wanda McDaniel
both play pool regularly at the
senior center. Wanda said she
became interested in it after re-
tiring from the circuit clerk’s of-
fice in 2005. Each year, the
couple spends the winter in Har-
lingen, Texas, and one year she
decided to give the sport a try.

“We stay at a park down
there, and they had a pool table.
I just picked up a pool stick and
started shooting, and I’ve been
shooting ever since,” she said.
“I love it. It’s the competition.
You have to think about your
shots and the next one you can
make and just keep going. I just
enjoy it.”

Wanda said the nice part
about playing pool at the senior
center in Marion is the gentle-
men cheer for the ladies and
want them to do well. She said
that isn’t always the case where
she’s played in Texas, where
one man refused to play with
women. 

“I’ve won one pool tourna-
ment here and have won some
in Texas. Not very often. But I’m
proud when I do win,” she said. 

She said the gentlemen at
the center take it well when she
does win, but admits the com-
petition can get fierce during
tournaments held each month. 

Peggy Brosnihan has been
playing pool for more 15 years.
Originally from Ohio, Brosnihan
became interested in billiards

after her husband taught her to
play. A member of the Pioneer
Pool League, she plays 8- and
9-ball tournaments in Paducah
and is looking forward to an 8-
ball tourney coming up next

month in Cape Girardeau, Mo.
Brosnihan said her favorite

part about playing pool is that it
gives her the opportunity to
meet different people. 

“When my husband and I

lived in Florida, we traveled to
different bars or pool halls and
we’d meet a lot of people that
way,” she said, adding that par-
ticipating in championship
rounds allows the opportunity to

meet people from different cities
and states.

Upon retirement, Brosnihan
started visiting the local senior
center and said she appreciated
how welcoming the gentlemen

were when she began playing.
“It’s just like one huge family

to me. And everybody helps
everybody out,” she said. “I find
if I play with someone who’s skill
level is higher, I work harder. I
think more. You’ve got to know
when to hit the ball hard and
when to hit it soft. There are a
lot of techniques you’ve got to
learn.”

Barbara Steele also enjoys
playing pool at the senior cen-
ter. Originally from Hebron, Ill.,
Steele moved to Marion 4 years
ago and has been playing pool
for more than a year. She still
classifies herself as just a begin-
ner, but enjoys the game, calling
it a great challenge. She said it’s
also a good way to stay active. 

She appreciates the skill
level of both the ladies and gen-
tlemen that play the sport. 

“Most of these gentlemen
here have done this most of
their lives,” Steele said. “All
these men are really quite effi-
cient at a pool table.” 

Senior Center Coordinator
Kim West is glad to see the
ladies join in the sport and clas-
sified the games as competitive
but friendly. 

“Pool playing is one of the fa-
vorite activities at the senior
center. The women are just as
competitive but in a friendly
way,” she said. “I think it’s great
that they do it. They all have fun.
Usually by the time we open the
center all the pool players are
playing by 8:30 in the morning,
and sometimes they close the
center down playing pool.”

Crittenden County Senior
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. weekdays and is located
on North Walker Street in Mar-
ion.

Ladies enjoy billiards at senior center

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

The ladies are enjoying billiards just as much as the men at the Crittenden County Senior Citizens Center. Peggy Brosnihan
prepares to strike the cue ball while Wanda McDaniel (center) and Barbara Steele look on. 

See OPTIONS/Page 3B

As America ages, senior care options flourish

METRO SERVICES

About 10 million seniors currently rely on others for daily care,
such as help getting dressed, preparing meals or taking med-
ication. That number will only increase as more of the nation's
78 million baby boomers enter old age.
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Ethel Tucker is well into her 90s, and she says 
Crittenden Hospital is always her first choice. 
Doctors have sent her elsewhere from time to time, 
but she prefers to stay at home for her medical care.

    In my 95 years, I have been to the Mayo Clinic and 
Barnes Hospital in St. Louis and I had just as soon be 
right here in Crittenden Hospital. I have had cancer 
surgery at Crittenden Hospital, been to therapy there 
and a few months ago I was in the hospital there for 
nine days with a sinus infection. The care is just as 
good as you can get anywhere. I tell people there is 
� � $ � & � � � � $ ( � $ � � $ & % � & � ' & � & � $ 
 � � $ � � ( � � � � & � $ ( � $ � ( � � $ � � � ' ( $
here if I have to be in the hospital.

    -Ethel Tucker

Crittenden Health Systems

Quality Care
Right At Home

520 W. Gum St., Marion, KY
(270) 965-5281

www.crittenden-health.org
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MARION 
EYECARE CENTER, PLLC

713 South Main St. • Marion, KY • 965-5280

Annual Eye Exams
Are Important For All Ages, But 

Especially For People Over 60, When The
Prevelence Of Eye Disease Is Increased.

For more 
information 

or an 
appointment 

call
965-5280

Offering dialated eye exams that detect:
• Cataracts
• Macular Degeneration
• Glaucoma
• And Other Eye Diseases
Adria N. Porter, O.D. 

SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR
Crittenden County Senior Citi-

zens Center is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day and is $3 for
those age 60 and older. Milk, cof-
fee or tea are available each day.
Reservations are requested. All
menu items are subject to
change based on availability.

Every day, the center at 210
N. Walker St. in Marion offers bil-
liards, card games, Wii games
and the exercise equipment. Call
the center at (270) 965-5229 for
further information.

Upcoming activities and menu
include:

- Today: Menu is baked cat-
fish, navy beans, beets, turnip
greens, cornbread and ambrosia.

- Friday: Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m. Menu is oven-fried
chicken, baked sweet potato,
black-eyed peas, fruit cobbler
and wheat bread slice.

- Monday: Ladies exercise
class by Full Body Fitness is from

9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Menu is bar-
becue chicken, whole kernel
corn, green bean casserole,
whole wheat roll and tropical fruit.

- Tuesday: A Kentucky legal
aide will be available beginning at
10 a.m. Menu is beef pot roast,
oven-brown potatoes with car-
rots, whole wheat roll and choco-
late pudding.

- Wednesday: Menu is beef
vegetable soup, egg salad on
wheat bread, crackers and fruit
cobbler.

- Next Thursday: Bible study
begins at 10:30 a.m. Menu is
meatloaf, au gratin potatoes, but-
tered squash, cornbread and
peach slices.

Fellowship Dinner 
Today (Thursday) at 5 p.m. 

A fried chicken dinner will 
be served for a price of $5. 

Richard Maxfield’s singing
group will perform.

METRO SERVICES

There are so many different
and creative ways for families to
showcase their heritage and
honor a grandparent or other
special senior. Scrapbooks are
one such way to share the life of
a special person and indirectly
tell the tale of your family history.

Very often personal history
projects are a part of elementary
school curricula, so you may al-
ready have the makings of a
family tree or a family diary in
your home. All it takes is a little
more research and some plan-
ning to design a scrapbook that
can be gifted or kept for genera-
tions to enjoy.

Begin by making an outline of
what you would like to cover in
the scrapbook. Perhaps there is
a specific event in a grandpar-
ent's life that is worth highlight-
ing, like a military tour of duty or
a brief stint in show business.
Maybe you would like to present
different snapshots in time during
his or her life. Either way, plan-
ning out the content of the scrap-
book will make it easier to gather
the necessary elements.

Once you've settled on a
theme, begin your research by
interviewing the eventual recipi-
ent (he or she doesn't have to

know the reason behind the in-
quiry). 

During the interview, take
note of key dates and try to es-
tablish the mood of the era with
supporting materials. For exam-
ple, you may be able to find sam-
ples of advertisements from a
correlating period in history or
newspaper clippings that can be
used to fluff up the content of the
book. 

In the meantime, gather pho-
tos that can be used in the scrap-

book, which may take some
hunting. Prints can be scanned
and copied via a desktop scan-
ner at home, or loaded onto a
CD or thumb drive and brought
to a pharmacy photo kiosk.
Some specialty shops can even
scan slides or convert stills from
film into images. Make sure to
make copies of all original prints
and be careful not to lose or
damage the originals.

Scrapbooks can be made
manually with materials pur-

chased anywhere from craft and
hobby stores to stationery shops.
There are a variety of paper-cut-
ting tools, adhesives, stickers, la-
bels, and stencils that can be
used to enhance the look of the
scrapbook. There also are com-
puter software programs or on-
line tools through photo-sharing
sites that enable you to upload
images and text and design
photo books entirely online. Then
the finished product can be
printed out in a variety of finishes.
This method may actually be
preferable for those who plan to
save the scrapbook or anticipate
it being such a big hit that others
will want their own copies.

Create a digital file of all of
your information and copies of
images. This way if you ever
want to add to the scrapbook or
reproduce information in the fu-
ture you will have all of the infor-
mation at your fingertips. The
scrapbook also will serve as a
good source material down the
line should future generations
want to learn about their ances-
tors. 

Scrapbooking is more than
just detailing baby's first birthday
or a vacation. This popular pas-
time can help document the life
of a special senior.

Scrapbooks can honor seniors

METRO SERVICES

Scrapbook memorabilia for grandparents may include memen-
tos from military days.

METRO SERVICES

The virtues of saving for retire-
ment are extolled from the mo-
ment young men and women
begin their professional careers.
Such advice is sound, and though
retirement is a long way off from
the start of one's career, those
professionals who heed these
words of wisdom and start saving
early are bound to benefit down
the road.

But even the best advice can
fall on deaf ears from time to time,
and many people simply don't
save enough for retirement. A
2013 survey from Fidelity Invest-
ments revealed just how much fi-
nancial trouble the average
American is likely to be in upon
retirement. The survey asked
more than 2,000 participants a
range of questions on topics, in-
cluding their health, retirement
and saving habits, and found that
the average baby boomer, which
includes those born between
1946 and 1964, was on track to
reach just 81 percent of their re-
tirement income needs. Those
needs include food, shelter and
medical care. The study also
found that 40 percent of partici-
pants across all generations were
saving less than 6 percent of their
salaries for retirement. That's es-
pecially troubling when consider-
ing financial planners often advise
men and women to save 10 to 15
percent of their salaries for retire-
ment.

Some simple arithmetic and
an examination of assets, includ-
ing retirement accounts and sav-
ings, can shed light on how rosy
or bleak a person's retirement
looks. Young professionals have
time to make up for their indiscre-
tions, but men and women over
50 who haven't saved enough for
retirement must get to work im-
mediately to ensure their retire-
ment years are comfortable. The
following are a handful of ways
men and women can catch up on
retirement savings.

- Start spending less. The eas-

iest way to catch up on retirement
savings is to start spending less.
Men and women over 50 know
that the sand in their earnings
hourglass is running out, and
those behind on retirement sav-
ings need to make the most of
their earnings in the years ahead.
That means cutting out any un-
necessary expenses so that
money can be used to save for
retirement. Examine all of your
monthly and annual expenses to
find ways to trim some fat. You
many want to downsize your ve-
hicle to a less expensive and
more fuel-efficient make and
model. Golfers can cancel their
country club memberships in
favor of golfing on more afford-
able public courses that don't
charge hefty annual membership
fees. Slashing spending won't be
easy, but doing so is the first step
toward catching up on your retire-
ment savings.

- Contribute more to your em-
ployer-sponsored retirement plan.
If you have not been contributing
the maximum amount to your em-
ployer-sponsored retirement plan,
start doing so. This is especially

beneficial if your employer
matches your contributions. Con-
tributing more to such plans
should not drastically affect your
take-home pay now if the plan is
a pre-tax plan like a 401(k). 

- Make IRA catch-up contribu-
tions. The Internal Revenue serv-
ice allows men and women over
the age of 50 to make annual
catch-up contributions up to
$5,500. These contributions must
be made to a retirement plan via
elective deferrals, and there are
additional requirements as well.
Men and women over 50 inter-
ested in making catch-up contri-
butions to their retirement
accounts can learn more at
www.irs.gov.

- Put more in traditional sav-
ings accounts. Though it's best to
put as much money into tax-ad-
vantaged accounts, if you are al-
ready maxing out your
contributions to such accounts it's
still good to sock away money
into a traditional taxable savings
account. It's unwise to expect
your retirement accounts to fully
fund your lifestyle in retirement, so
you will need, or at least want, a

substantial amount of money in
savings. The benefit here is the
money you put into traditional
savings accounts has already
been taxed so you won't incur any
bills from the tax man once you
begin to use that money down the
road.

- Postpone retirement. Though
it's not ideal for men and women
with a target retirement date in
mind, postponing the day you call
it quits is another way to catch up
on retirement savings. Postpon-
ing retirement allows you to build
a more substantial retirement
portfolio while also decreasing the
amount of time you will need to
rely on that money. This gives you
more flexibility in retirement. In
addition, Americans who work
longer can increase their Social
Security benefit because working
longer should allow them to delay
the day they start taking Social
Security payments. Men and
women who can wait until age 70
to accept such payments will re-
ceive larger monthly payments as
a result.

Studies have shown that men
and women are simply not saving
enough to finance their retire-
ments. But there are myriad ways
for those over 50 to start catching
up.

Catching up on retirement savings 
for workers over 50 calls for action

METRO SERVICES

Studies have shown that men and women are simply not saving
enough to finance their retirements. But there are myriad ways
for those over 50 to start catching up.
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Pets often make ideal com-
panions. They are around when a
person needs support, they can
provide protection for those living
alone, they're always willing to
lend an ear to problems, and
many tend to offer unconditional
love. Seniors facing an empty
nest or the loss of a spouse may
find pets can buoy their spirits.
Studies have shown that seniors
can benefit both mentally and
physically from having a pet
around. Pets can alleviate anxi-
ety, depression and boredom. 

While pets can provide com-
fort and companionship, they re-
main a significant responsibility.
Seniors should find an animal that
will fit in with their lifestyles. This
is an important consideration for
those seniors who travel fre-
quently or have mobility issues. In
addition, men and women living in
senior communities or assisted
living facilities should determine if
there are any pet restrictions in
place. 

Those seniors who have de-
cided that a dog will be the best fit
can choose among several
breeds that may be a good match
for their needs. When selecting a
dog, consider both size and tem-
perament. Smaller dogs tend to
be easier to handle and will need
less maintenance. They are eas-
ily carried and won't take as long
to bathe and groom. Smaller dogs
also consume less food than
larger breeds, reducing the ex-
pense of dog food and the hassle
of wrangling large, heavy bags of
chow. Temperament is also im-
portant, as some breeds tend to
be more easygoing than others.
Larger breeds may be preferable
to a smaller breeds, which tend to

be hyperactive. However, always
remember there are pros and
cons to each breed, and each
dog will demonstrate his own per-
sonality traits. The following are
some dogs that can be especially
compatible with seniors.

- Pug: Equally playful and will-
ing to be a lap dog, the pug re-
quires little exercise and
grooming. The breed is typically
nonaggressive and submissive.
Pugs are good-natured and play-
ful; they don't often bark and are
easy to train.

- Shih Tzu: The Shih Tzu lives
for attention, but this breed can be
dominant and difficult to train. The
Shih Tzu will be alert to its sur-
roundings and, despite its small
stature, can be a good watchdog.

- Pomeranian: Pomeranians
look like big balls of fur and can
bring a smile to an owner's face.
The breed tends to be perky, can
display dominance and can be
difficult to train. Because Pomera-
nians can be dog-aggressive,
they may be best as the only pet

in the house.
- Yorkshire terrier: The Yorkie

is a diminutive breed in size only,
as they tend to have exuberant
personalities that dwarf their
stature. The ideal lap dog, Yorkies
want to lie around and lounge,
though some do like to bark. If the
fur is kept short in a "puppy cut,"
the dog can be easy to maintain.

- Pembroke Welsh Corgi: This
medium-sized dog hails from
Wales and typically requires only
moderate exercise and little
grooming. They are easy to train
and moderately dominant. They
don't bark excessively, and they
often get along with other dogs.

- Schnauzer: Available in three
sizes, Schnauzers are good com-
panions and protectors. This is an
intelligent and loyal breed and will
need to be kept amused to stave
off boredom.

- Brussels Griffon: These dogs
do not shed, but they will require
professional grooming at least
once every 3 months. If socialized
early, the Griffon can be a good
companion but will likely remain
wary of strangers. They are good
watchdogs and devoted to their
owners.

Dogs can enhance senior living

METRO SERVICES

Studies have shown that seniors can benefit both mentally and
physically from having a pet around.

pressed, a dispatcher who has
access to the senior's profile and
medical history is called. Depend-
ing on the situation he or she will
call a neighbor, family member or
medical center. Services gener-
ally cost between $30 and $50 a
month. Some companies also
offer extra motion-sensor technol-
ogy that automatically contacts a
dispatcher if it detects the user
has fallen. For more, visit
w w w . l i f e l i n e s y s . c o m /
content/home.

- Adult day care: Much like day
care for children, adult day care
generally operates during busi-
ness hours Monday through Fri-
day, providing activities and
meals for seniors. Perhaps most
importantly, these facilities enable
caregivers to go to work, run er-
rands or simply take a break.

"Three-fourths of the care peo-
ple receive in this country comes
from spouses, kids and other rel-
atives," says Firman. "The chal-
lenge there is to make sure those

caregivers don't burn out, and
adult day care becomes an im-
portant respite during the day."

The average rate for adult day
care last year was $70 a day, or
about $18,000 annually. Licens-
ing and certification requirements
vary by state and county. More
than 5,000 centers run programs
across the country and can be
found through groups like the Na-
tional Adult Day Services Associ-
ation. The group recommends
visiting potential centers and
going through a checklist of op-
tions and amenities, including
door-to-door transportation and
accessibility. For more, visit:
www.nadsa.org/consumers/
site-visit-checklist.

- Home visiting services: For
seniors who want to stay in their
homes, visiting services can pro-
vide assistance with everything
from preparing meals to physical
therapy. The typical cost of a
homecare service last year was
$20,800, at a rate of 20 hours per
week. Most companies offer both
homemaking services and med-
ical assistance, which is usually
billed at a higher rate.

OPTIONS
Continued from Page 1B
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H. Gregory Maddux M.D., F.A.A.F.P.
Gary V. James M.D., F.A.A.F.P.
Jonathan P. Maddux M.D., F.A.A.F.P.

Alicia Clark A.P.R.N., FNP-BC
Lee Anna Boone A.P.R.N., NP-C

520 Gum Street • P.O. Box 559 • Marion, Kentucky
270-965-5238

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Appointments Preferred 
New Patients Welcome
Insurance Accepted

Planning for your funeral, 
the smart thing to do...
Many people are planning for their funeral 
in advance in a sincere effort to ease the stress 
loved ones will face at an emotional time. 

It takes only a little time and can be handled in the 
privacy of your home or at Gilbert Funeral Home.

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com 
for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need arrangements,
and background information about the funeral home.

Gilbert Funeral Home
117 W. Bellville Street • Marion, KY 42064 • 965-3171 or 704-0293
gilbertfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Contact Brad Gilbert, Your Licensed Pre-Need Agent

METRO SERVICES

Although inevitable, death is
an emotional subject that's diffi-
cult to discuss. While estate
planning can make people un-
comfortable, it is an essential
part of securing assets for future
generations and can make a
death in the family easier for
loved ones to handle.

Estate planning is an um-
brella term that refers to a host of
things that must be done prior to
a person's death, including writ-
ing a will and even making fu-
neral arrangements. Estate
planning attempts to eliminate fi-
nancial uncertainties and maxi-
mize the value of an estate, and
allows men and women to state
their wishes with regard to long-
term healthcare and guardian-
ship for their children.

When done right, estate plan-
ning can prevent family feuds
and ensure that the deceased's
estate stays in the hands of fam-
ily rather than being relegated to
the government. Estate planning
can be a complex process, so
men and women should seek
help to ensure the process goes
smoothly.

Getting started
Estate planning should begin

early in a person's life, especially
for young parents. It's easy to
talk about saving for a home or
retirement, but it's not so simple
to discuss who will care for your
children should you die while
they are still minors.

Those who are not able to
sort through these answers on
their own should enlist the help
of an attorney or a financial ad-
viser, both of whom can take
some of the emotion out of the
discussion and put it in more
practical terms. 

The will
A will is an important compo-

nent of estate planning. Without

clearly and legally spelling out
your wishes, there is no guaran-
tee that those wishes will be hon-
ored. It will be up to a state or
province to make potentially life-
altering decisions that can im-
pact your surviving family
members, and the only way to
ensure your wishes will be car-
ried out is to put them into a will.

Although men and women
can write their own wills, many
people prefer to seek the assis-
tance of an attorney, who can
make sure all necessary details
are included in the will.

Medical directives
In addition to a will, estate

planning includes your wishes if
you become incapacitated or
suffer from a serious medical
condition that precludes you from
making decisions about your
care and finances. Spouses can
be named to make important
health decisions, but you may
want to indicate other informa-
tion, such as life support meas-
ures or organ donation, as well.
If you have strong opinions on

treatment, medical directives and
living wills are a necessity.

Funeral arrangements
Another aspect of estate

planning concerns funeral
arrangements. Many people pre-
fer to make their own funeral and
burial plans so that these heart-
wrenching decisions do not fall
on the shoulders of grieving fam-
ily members. Funeral planning
may include choosing a burial
plot, selecting a casket, indicat-
ing cremation, and paying for
everything in advance so there is
no financial burden on surviving
family members. According to
the funeral planning website Efu-
neral.com, the average cost of a
funeral in the United States in
2012 was more than $8,500 for
a burial service and $3,700 for a
cremation. That's a considerable
expense that you may not want
surviving family members to pay. 

Estate planning is a process
that is difficult to discuss, but one
that is essential to maximize your
assets and ensure your end-of-
life wishes are honored.

Estate planning can make 
death of loved one easier

METRO SERVICES

Estate planning can be a complex process, so men and women
should seek help to ensure the process goes smoothly.
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PROBATE • REAL ESTATE
FAMILY LAW • DUI • CRIMINAL DEFENSE 

P.O. Box 436
Marion, Kentucky 42064

––––––––
100 E. Court Square
Princeton, Kentucky
270.704.0514
270.365.2763
Kentucky Does Not Certify Specialties of Law

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

Karen E. Woodall, PLLC
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Full Body Fitness Studio
Serena Dickerson 270-704-1871
177 Nunn Jent Rd, Marion, KY, just off Chapel Hill Rd. 

Recognizing the unique
needs of the older adults in
our community, we have put
together a program just for
you. It is never too late to
become active and exercise
is key in staying active. 

Golden Years has been 
designed for seniors and
older adults in increase 
balance, coordination, joint
stability, flexibility, strength
and endurance. 

Our workouts are fun 
and effective for any age
whether standing or 
seated in a chair. 

WE WANT YOU TO
LIVE A GREAT LIFE. 

Golden Years

8:30a.m. – 9:20a.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs.
Golden Years – Senior 10% Discount  

Senior 
Discounts 
Available 

to 65+

320 S. Main St.,Marion, KY
965-9007

www.kbpharmacy.com

Providing Excellence in 
Pharmacy Services in a 
Professional & Friendly Manner!
• Transfer your existing prescriptions to us easily.
• Convenient drive-thru window and ample parking.
• Same day delivery right to your doorstep.
• Order refills by: Phone (24/7), WebRefill, 

or Rx2Go (iPhone app).
• Customized Compounded Medications 

AARP RELEASE

WASHINGTON –America’s older pop-
ulation is in the midst of unprecedented
growth, but the country is not prepared to
meet the housing needs of this aging
group, concludes a new report released
recently by the Harvard Joint Center for
Housing Studies and AARP Foundation.
According to Housing America’s Older
Adults – Meeting the Needs of An Aging
Population, the number of adults in the
United States aged 50 and over is ex-
pected to grow to 133 million by 2030, an
increase of more than 70 percent since
2000. But housing that is affordable, phys-
ically accessible, well-located and coordi-
nated with supports and services is in too
short supply.

Housing is critical to quality of life for
people of all ages, but especially for older
adults. High housing costs currently force
a third of adults 50 and over – including 37
percent of those 80 and over – to pay
more than 30 percent of their income for
homes that may or may not fit their needs,
forcing them to cut back on food, health
care and, for those 50-64, retirement sav-
ings. Much of the nation’s housing inven-
tory also lacks basic accessibility features
such as no-step entries, extra-wide door-
ways and lever-style door and faucet han-
dles. This prevents older persons with
disabilities from living safely and comfort-
ably in their homes. Additionally, with a
majority of older adults aging in car-de-
pendent suburban and rural locations,
transportation and pedestrian infrastruc-
ture is generally ill-suited to those who
aren’t able to drive, which can isolate them
from friends and family. Finally, discon-
nects between housing programs and the
health care system put many older adults
with disabilities or long-term care needs at
risk of premature institutionalization.

“Recognizing the implications of this
profound demographic shift and taking im-
mediate steps to address these issues is
vital to our national standard of living,”
says Chris Herbert, acting managing di-
rector of the Harvard Joint Center for
Housing Studies. “While it is ultimately up
to individuals and their families to plan for
future housing needs, it is also incumbent
upon policy makers at all levels of govern-
ment to see that affordable, appropriate
housing, as well as supports for long-term
aging in the community, are available for
older adults across the income spectrum.”

Of special concern as the older popu-
lation in the U.S. continues to swell are the
younger baby boomers who are now in
their 50s. With lower incomes, wealth,
homeownership rates and more debt than
generations before them, members of this
large age group may be unable to cover
the costs of appropriate housing or long-
term care in their retirement years. Indeed,
while a majority of people over 45 would
like to stay in their current residences as
long as possible, estimates indicate that
70 percent of those who reach the age of
65 will eventually need some form of long-
term care. In this regard, older homeown-
ers are in a better position than older
renters when they retire. The typical
homeowner age 65 and over has enough
wealth to cover the costs of in-home as-
sistance for nearly 9 years or assisted liv-
ing for 6 1/2 years. The typical renter,
however, can only afford 2 months of
these supports.

“As Americans age, the need for safe
and affordable housing options becomes
even more critical,” says Lisa Marsh Ry-
erson, president of the AARP Foundation.
“High housing costs, aging homes and
costly repairs can greatly impact those
with limited incomes. The goal in our sup-
port of this report is to address the most
critical needs of these households and it
is AARP Foundation’s aim to provide the
tools and resources to help them meet
these needs now and in the future.”
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United States unprepared to meet 
housing needs of aging population

By MATT SEDENSKY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NOBLESVILLE, Ind. — Paul
Gregoline lies in bed, awaiting
the helper who will get him up,
bathed and groomed. He is 92
years old, has Alzheimer's dis-
ease and needs a hand with
nearly every task the day brings.
When the aide arrives, though,
he doesn't look so different from
the client himself — bald and be-
spectacled.

"Just a couple of old geezers,"
jokes Warren Manchess, the 74-
year-old caregiver.

As demand for senior serv-
ices provided by nurses' aides,
home health aides and other
such workers grows with the
aging of baby boomers, so are
those professions' employment
of other seniors. The new face of
America's network of caregivers
is increasingly wrinkled.

Among the overall population
of direct-care workers, 29 per-
cent are projected to be 55 or
older by 2018, up from 22 per-
cent a decade earlier, according
to an analysis by the Paraprofes-
sional Healthcare Institute, or
PHI, a New York-based nonprofit
advocating for workers caring for
the country's elderly and dis-
abled. In some segments of the
workforce, including personal
and home care aides, those 55

and older are the largest single
age demographic.

"I think people are surprised
that this workforce is as old as it
is," said Abby Marquand, a re-
searcher at PHI. "There's often
people who have chronic dis-
ease themselves who have to
muster up the energy to perform
these really physically taxing
caregiving needs."

Manchess came out of retire-
ment to work for Home Instead
Senior Care after caring for his
mother-in-law, who, too, had
Alzheimer's and whom he re-
garded as his hero. The experi-
ence, though taxing, inspired his
new career.

Three days a week, he arrives
at Gregoline's house, giving the
retired electrician's wife a needed
break. He carefully shaves and
dresses his client, prepares
breakfast and lunch, cleans the
house and quickly remedies any
accidents. He does the laundry
and swaddles Gregoline in a
warm towel from the dryer, reads
him the sports page to keep him
updated on his beloved Bears
and sometimes pulls out domi-
noes or puzzles to pass the time.

Gregoline is rather sedate this
afternoon, relaxing in his favorite
chair while occasionally offering
glimpses of his trademark wit.
Asked if he remembered any-

thing about the Army, he says: "It
was a bitch!" Offered the chance
to go outside, he responds: "No!
I'll freeze my ass off out there!"
Describing an abrasive personal-
ity of long ago, he offers: "He fol-
lowed me around like a bad
conscience."

Manchess has worked for
Gregoline for about a year, and
the men are at ease around each
other. Past aides to Gregoline
have been in their 20s, but
Manchess says he thinks his age
is an asset.

"Age can be an advantage,"
he said, pointing to the common
conversation points and life ex-
perience, including his own
health troubles and aches and
pains that can come with age.
"We hit it off pretty well. Maybe I
didn't seem to be too much out of
the ordinary."

Around the country, senior
service agencies are seeing a
burgeoning share of older work-
ers. About one-third of Home In-
stead's 65,000 caregivers are
over 60. Visiting Angels, another
in-home care provider, says
about 30 percent of its workers
are over 50. And at least one net-
work, Seniors Helping Seniors, is
built entirely on the model of hir-
ing older caregivers.

Like most occupations, some
of the growth in older caregivers

is driven by the overall aging of
the population and the trend of
people working later in life. But
with incredibly high rates of
turnover and a constant need for
more workers, home care agen-
cies have also shown a willing-
ness to hire older people new to
the field who have found a tough
job market as they try to supple-
ment their retirement income.

The jobs are among the
fastest-growing positions in the
U.S., but are also notoriously
physically demanding, with low
pay and high rates of injury.
Manchess has had spinal sur-
gery and says he's especially
careful when vacuuming. He's
not sure how many years he'll be
able to continue this work, and
he acknowledges it can be
tough.

"Halfway through my shift, I'm
a little weary myself," he said. "It
takes its toll."

Manchess had worked as an
Air Force pilot, then in real estate,
then as a school bus driver, be-
fore becoming a professional
caregiver. As Gregoline content-
edly nibbles on his ham sand-
wich, Manchess wraps up his
shift, turning reflective when con-
sidering his life's careers.

"I think this is about as re-
warding, if not more rewarding,
than any of them," he said.

Growing number of seniors 
now caring for other seniors
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